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EDITOR’S INTRODUCTION

Editor’s Introduction
DR. BEN WETHERBEE

I

SEPTEMBER OF 2018, a former student stopped me in
the hall. She told me other students had been asking her about
and congratulating her on an essay of hers—a piece she had
written at USAO a year before and then submitted to the inaugural
volume of The Drover Review. After it was published, I had also assigned this piece in my Writing I sections to model essayistic strategies for using personal experience as argument. The tenor of the
classroom suggested it was one of my students’ favorite readings
from that unit. (We also read Virginia Woolf and George Orwell,
among others—so the competition was plenty stiff.)
This is the sort of exchange that makes an English professor and
editor’s day. It’s great to see student writing receive recognition. It’s
even better to see student writing circulate and stir up conversation.
When we first conceptualized this journal in 2017, its purposes were
two, both in keeping with this anecdote. First, we hoped to showcase
outstanding student writing, in much the spirit that art shows and
recitals exhibit student talent, and in which The Accent showcases
creative writing and art by USAO students. Second, we hoped to
begin a growing archive of teaching resources—model essays by
N EARLY
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USAO students written for USAO classes that could be read, analyzed, discussed, critiqued, and debated in class. But limited hindsight now suggests a third, complementary purpose for the journal,
which is simply to facilitate conversation and the exchange of interdisciplinary ideas.
On that topic, the rhetorician and literary theorist Kenneth
Burke offers this illustrative image of a parlor and its gregarious
denizens:
Imagine that you enter a parlor. You come late. When you arrive,
others have long preceded you, and they are engaged in a heated
discussion, a discussion too heated for them to pause and tell you
exactly what it is about. In fact, the discussion had already begun
long before any of them got there, so that no one present is qualified to retrace for you all the steps that had gone before. You listen
for a while, until you decide that you have caught the tenor of the
argument; then you put in your oar. Someone answers; you answer
him; another comes to your defense; another aligns himself
against you, to either the embarrassment or gratification of your
opponent, depending upon the quality of your ally's assistance.
However, the discussion is interminable. The hour grows late, you
must depart. And you do depart, with the discussion still vigorously in progress. (110-11)

This image—a favorite of mine, and one I yammer about so often
that I hear a few current and former students groaning—instructs us
of a few truths: First, knowledge is dialogic and collaborative; we
speak and write as individuals, but our voices finally matter because
of their relationships to other voices and fields of discourse. Second,
the writer’s job is never—despite the contrary opinions trolls prowling YouTube comment sections—to shut things down or have the
last word. The writer, instead, should push conversation forward, so
it continues even after the writer moves on. And third, in order to
advance knowledge in this manner, we need a parlor—a venue, a fo-
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rum, a gathering space for ideas. Academic journals, web communities, town hall meetings, literal parlors—all exemplify Burke’s ideal
in one sense of another. The Drover Review ought to pose one more
example: a parlor for the USAO community, devotees of the interdisciplinary liberal arts, and those who champion undergraduate
writing and scholarship. I hope USAO students, faculty, and alumni
continue to read, discuss, debate, annotate, laud, critique, and circulate the work featured here in the spirit Burke implies.
SIXTEEN STUDENT WRITERS CONTRIBUTE novel ideas to this volume.
Like the first volume, this one comprises three primary sections, the
first two devoted to work from Writing I and II—USAO’s two-term
first-year writing curriculum—and the third devoted to scholarly
and essayistic writing from a range of courses and disciplines. Every
submission set is its own animal, though, and this one has yielded
different a makeup from volume 1. Notably, volume 2 includes considerably more upper-level writing and represents several disciplinary perspectives—including history, sociology, linguistics, and
biology—that were absent from or less pronounced in volume 1. This
volume also features, for the first time, the winner of the Jernigan
Scholarship essay contest as a final but important addendum.
Two personal essays by Christopher Wilson and Logan Nitzel
kick off the Writing I section. Wilson reflects incisively on how a college course changed his opinion of Islam after leaving the Marines,
while Nitzel’s vivid narrative condemns the use of military-grade
weapons in hunting. The section concludes with Wendell Hixson’s
sharp rhetorical analysis of Patrick Henry’s famous address at Richmond on the eve of the American Revolution.
The Writing II section features two literary analyses. Korbyn
Peebles offers an innovative religious reading of Flannery O’Connor’s renowned short story “A Good Man Is Hard to Find,” while Tia
McCarley’s investigates the oft-neglected trope of male chastity,
drawing examples from Arthurian legend and latter-day popular
culture. These Writing I and II essays offer an enlightening sample
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of the wide-ranging and sophisticated work USAO students are capable of, even in first-year courses.
The lengthy Writing across the Disciplines section features numerous academic perspectives, which are organized thematically. It
begins with four literary/textual analyses. First, Baylee Bozarth,
reads Eliza Haywood’s novella Fantomina as a sustained metaphor
for gender performance in patriarchal society. Genevieve Gordon
then analyzes Gulliver’s Travels as a prescient commentary on class
and labor exploitation. Two commentaries on dystopian narrative
follow: Kylea Caughman interprets the indie video game Undertale
as an innovative mosaic of tropes from dystopian film and literature,
while Hannah Freeman argues we ought to understand the reality
dating show The Bachelor as a dystopia (thus confirming our collective suspicion that, yes, reality TV is the beginning of the end). These
four essays represent the wide breadth of work USAO students undertake in literature courses alone.
The following essays represent diverse disciplinary methods.
Summer Laurick’s linguistic analysis poses a heavily researched
commentary on how Gaelic continues to influence Irish English.
Emma Wilson then employs several sociological frameworks to better understand the racist assumptions behind the notorious Port
Royal Experiment and Tuskegee Syphilis Study. And Zachary Waldroup offers a meticulously researched synthesis of scholarship on
connections between depression and the physiological wellbeing of
the immune system. These works offer an impressive and illustrative snapshot of writing’s role across disciplines and the complex intellectual moves USAO students adopt in their multidisciplinary
research and analysis.
Three longform essays conclude the section, including two history papers: Benjamin Verser recounts the story of Brooklyn Dodgers manager Branch Rickey, whose recruitment of Jackie Robinson
helped shatter the color barrier in baseball, while Katherine Loman
unearths the unique and troubling history of race relations in
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USAO’s home of Chickasha, Oklahoma. Finally, Eren Hall’s interdisciplinary senior seminar essay investigates how the gay rights
movement has set a social precedent for the current movement for
transgender equality. All three essays exemplify the sort if in-depth,
sustained research characteristic of senior-level capstone writing,
both in the majors and in the interdisciplinary studies curriculum.
As a separate addendum, this volume also includes a short essay
by Mandy Ozment, who argues that George Washington’s “Farewell
Address” presages the modern problem of acrimony between political parties. Ozment is the winner of the 2019-20 Betty Baker Jernigan Endowed Scholarship Fund, which, each year, offers $1000 to
the winner of a contest open to qualified continuing and incoming
USAO students; applicants write 300-500 words addressing the
question: “How is America doing—politically, socially, economically?” Beginning this year, The Drover Review offers to publish
winning essays like Ozment’s. We wish to celebrate these pieces
alongside other examples of outstanding student writing and to help
publicize this outstanding scholarship opportunity.
THIS JOURNAL REMAINS A COLLECTIVE, campus-wide effort, and I offer my necessarily abridged gratitude to everyone who has contributed. I thank the Editorial Board—Drs. Shelley Rees, John Bruce,
and Tonnia Anderson, as well as English majors Genevieve Gordon
and Emily Rand—for their intelligence, hard work, and ability to
make difficult decisions on a deadline. Genevieve, in her capacity as
work-study for the English office, deserves additional thanks for
hanging fliers around campus and otherwise acceding to my whims,
running miscellaneous errands to promote the journal.
Thanks, also, go to faculty, staff, and students across campus
who publicize of The Drover Review, and to all those who integrate
intellectually sophisticated writing into their curricula across the
disciplines at USAO. Faculty members whose coursework yielded
submissions to this volume include Brenda Brown, James Finck,
Annick Bellemain, Rachel Jones, Aleisha Karjala, and Misty Steele,

xi

THE DROVER REVIEW VOL. II | 2019

as well as faculty on the Editorial Board. At the Communications
and Marketing office, Beckie Brennan has been especially helpful
updating The Drover Review’s information on the USAO website.
I also thank all the students who have submitted work to this
volume. Without fail, reading Drover Review submissions is just as
rewarding as it is difficult to decide what to publish. Please keep
sending in your good work. Reading it is one of the recurring joys of
my job.
And once again, I thank you—the readers of this journal and of
these exceptional student writers. Good writing wants to be read, so
let’s get to it. ►►

►► WORK CITED
BURKE, KENNETH. The Philosophy of Literary Form: Studies in Symbolic
Action. 3rd ed., U of California P, 1973
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The One Defining Facet of My Life
CHRISTOPHER WILSON
In this reflective personal essay, Christopher Wilson recounts learning to vilify and despise Islam during his career as a soldier, a disposition that would dramatically shift after reading the Qur’an in a World
Thought class at USAO. This essay was written for Writing I with Dr.
Brenda Brown.

D

of your life that defines you
seems easy when you’re 20 years old, but when you’re 43
with a lifetime of experiences, it’s a little tougher. In my
life, I’ve been a foster child, a soldier, a journalist, a student, and so
much more. Every experience in my life has turned me into the person I am today. I’ve led men in combat, and I’ve covered court room
murder trials, but for most of my life, I was a soldier. Being a soldier
was as much a part of my identity as my name or the color of my
eyes. It’s taken me years to realize and accept that I’m no longer a
soldier and even longer to realize that I needed a college class, like
World Thought II, to change my life. This is how an innocuous class
helped me come to the realization that everything I had been taught
and everything I grew up knowing was wrong.
Saying something “changed your life” is a dramatic statement
and overused to the point that it’s almost cliched; however, I proudly
ECIDING ON THAT ONE FACET
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use this phrase without remorse. For me to discuss how an interdisciplinary studies course and a couple of off-the-wall professors accomplished this consequential feat, I must first explain where I
come from and how I wound up in the military, which, in turn, led
me feel the way I did about Islam and Muslims.
I grew up poor. I was raised by adopted parents who made it
clear from an early age that they didn’t want me. I was picked on in
school because of the cheap clothes I wore and the generic shoes on
my feet. Because of this, as far back as I could remember, I wanted
to be a soldier. I wasn’t a war-hound. Nor did I have a desire to kill
anyone. I wanted to be a hero, and outside of the Marvel Universe,
who do we look at as heroes? Soldiers. In my mind, soldiers were
infallible. Soldiers knew what to do in any situation, but most of all,
soldiers had respect. Soldiers had everything I could never have.
Bootcamp is designed—from the moment you get off the bus and
step on the yellow footprints till the day you graduate and earn the
title Marine—to destroy whoever you thought you were. During the
first few hours your head is shaved and all personal articles of clothing on your body, including your underwear, are taken from you.
Pronouns like “I, “you,” or “me” are replaced with “this recruit.” I
was no longer Chris Wilson. I was recruit, maggot, worm, or dirtbag, but so were my new peers. I was no longer an individual but a
member of a platoon. For the first time in my life, my standing in
society had nothing to do with who my family was, how much money
we had, or brand of clothing I wore. I looked like everyone else. I had
the exact same clothes as everyone else. The Marine Corps didn’t
care who I was or where I came from; I had the same opportunity
for success or failure as everyone else. All I had to do was shut up
and do what I was told. I thrived in this environment. I was finally
able to succeed or fail based on my own merit. Because of this, I was
very susceptible to the indoctrination of boot camp.
The drill instructors at boot camp are there to teach you to be a
basic soldier, capable of operating within a small unit and surviving
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in combat. You’re taught to obey orders, without question or hesitation, even if it means you will lose your life. To accomplish this, drill
instructors must instill in you a sense of invincibility as well as a
clear understanding of who the enemy is.
During the early ‘90s, the United States had one main enemy:
terrorism. From the 1983 Beirut bombing to the bombing of the
World Trade Center in 1993, hijackings and the Battle of Mogadishu,
it seemed terrorists were our greatest threat, and most terrorists just
happened to be Muslim. So, it was easy for our instructors to point
us like lean, mean, motivated missiles toward an enemy that was
both vague and incredibly scary.
We didn’t study the Qur’an or speak with Muslims. We watched
videos of jihadists training in the dessert or beheading innocent civilians. We learned that Muslims hated the West in general and
America specifically. We came to understand that the only good
Muslim was a dead Muslim. And. I. Soaked. It. Up.
These beliefs we reinforced in Somalia, but especially so on September 11, 2001, when Islamic terrorists attacked the United States,
killing thousands. Since then, I’ve fought in Iraq and Afghanistan.
I’ve led some of the finest men and women America has ever produced in combat. I’ve buried some of those same people, people
whose deaths I blamed on all Muslims and not skewed foreign policies or less-than-accurate intelligence.
I carried these feelings throughout my career. For most of us, it
was necessary to do our jobs in whatever zone we happened to be in
so that we could hopefully come home. These feelings also justified,
at least in my mind, necessary actions taken in order to protect my
soldiers and myself. If the enemy was an evil jihadist, terrorist, or
insurgent, I could sleep at night.
On February 7, 2007, after 14 years of service, I was medically
retired from the Army. For most of my adult life I was Sergeant First
Class Wilson. I was a platoon sergeant; I was father-figure to warriors; I was a disciplinarian; I was a soldier. On that day it was all
taken away from me—not because of wounds in combat or anything
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heroic, but because over the years of running and gunning, my back
gave out on me. I no longer had an identity. I was right back where
I was fifteen years earlier, but now I was also carrying memories of
battles, of friends who didn’t come home or who returned home less
than whole. I questioned my decisions, the orders I gave or didn’t
give, but I never questioned who the enemy was until the Fall semester of 2018 at USAO.
For most students, the World Thought courses are a series of
classes that every student is required to take. Unless you’re a history
major, these classes aren’t very exciting, just a necessary nuisance
to get through on your way to a degree in whatever. By this point I
had already taken both World Thoughts I and III and wasn’t looking
forward to another semester of boring reading. I was especially concerned when I saw the course materials included the Qur’an. Why
on earth would anyone, outside of the Middle East, want to read that
thing? I mean, that’s the holy grail of my enemy, the entire reason
for the Crusades, 9/11, Beirut. That book was why my friends were
dead. Because of that book, I had to sit in a funeral and listen to a
three-year-old little girl tell her mom to go “wake daddy up.” The
Qur’an was, in my opinion, the reason for my hate, my anger, my
depression, loss, and guilt. I couldn’t wait to hear Drs. Simpson and
Crow corroborate everything I knew about that book to my fellow
classmates.
Then I began reading it.
I’m not going to explain every nuance or all the various similarities between Christianity and Islam, but suffice it to say, there are
many. Simpson and Crow guided me through the history of Christianity and Islam, the connections, the parallels and the differences.
They destroyed everything I held to be true, everything I believed in,
in just a few short weeks. Not through propaganda or baseless assumptions: rather, they used facts, history, and the Qur’an itself.
Drs. Crow and Simpson didn’t laugh at me when I asked the inevitable questions regarding violence and Islam. The professors calmly
pointed out the violence conducted in the name of Christianity,
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which throughout history, has been just as violent, if not more so. I
came to understand that violence isn’t in the Qur’an. For years, I
believed that terrorists justified their actions with their beliefs in the
Qur’an, when in reality they were using historic and situationally dependent verses without context, a common trait among radical leaders from many religions
By the end of the semester, I felt better, almost enlightened.
Maybe that’s too strong a word, but at the very least, I had a different
perspective. However, in some ways, I was also left more confused
than ever before. Why were we fighting? Why did my friends die in
what I thought was our generation’s Great Crusade? The only answer I can come up with is extremism. We’ve seen the aftermath of
extremists’ views from Timothy McVey in Oklahoma City to the 9/11
attacks. Extremism isn’t a monopoly of Islam.
Don’t get me wrong. I’m proud of my service. The military gave
me a home when no one else would and all they asked for in return
was my best. I’m proud of what we accomplished and continue to
accomplish. My service has given me opportunities that I never
thought possible. Because of my service, I’m in college and will graduate with little to no debt. My service also gave me a horrible perspective that I never realized was wrong until I came to college. Kind
of ironic, don’tcha think? Seriously though, I don’t hate anymore,
and for that I will forever be grateful. ►►
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Killing a Pig
LOGAN NITZEL
Loosely inspired by George Orwell’s landmark “Killing an Elephant,”
Logan Nitzel’s personal narrative offers a vivid and unsparing argument against the use of military-grade automatic weapons in hunting. This essay was written for Writing I with Dr. Ben Wetherbee.
Note: Readers should be forewarned that this essay includes graphic
descriptions of violence against animals.

I

I last hit the trail in pursuit of
game, and I do sorely miss the crunch of winter foliage under
my ranger boots. The memories of the winter air eating away at
the tip of my nose, the clink of cartridges in my ammunition pouch,
and the feeling of fear and primal anger at the thought of pursuing
dangerous creatures still flood into my conscious mind when I smell
the cool air of morning. Coyote, panthers, bobcat, and black bear
have all been my prey, and I theirs, but no creature of the Oklahoma
hills strikes fear into a hunter's heart quite like the all-invasive
American feral boar.
It was in the same Oklahoma hills these monstrous swine stalk
that my forefathers sought to make good their destruction, since the
time of the Chickasaws crossing the Winding Stairs and the first
T HAS BEEN MANY MONTHS SINCE
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white settlers staking their claims in ‘89. They killed first with the
shafts of hunting arrows and the leaden balls English muskets, then
with Winchester repeaters and Savage rolling blocks. It is with these
same weapons we now pursue the descendants of our fathers’ prey.
We still race breathless through the undergrowth, hands gripping
rifles and long-knives, boar fluttering in and out of our sight, their
freight-train forms blazing trails as obvious as an interstate. We still
hope they are more afraid of our tall stature and blitzkrieg tactics
than they are of straying out of their territory. The pigs would rather
turn about, pitting their nine-inch tusks and 400-pound physiques
against our cold steel and smoking barrels, than risk being caught
between both a rival herd and their pursuers.
In this way of chase, there is fairness. The hunter must risk a
torn gut, crushed bones, and probable death to allow himself an acceptable shot, whereas the pig must gamble its ability to outrun or
ambush the hunter against his ability to stop its charge. In this way,
all lives are thrown into the crucible, and all have the chance of never
coming out.
But it was all those months ago, the last time I donned my
hunter’s mask, that I learned of the new ways and their brutality.
I remember looking about the single room of the small concrete
lodge. My father and grandfather threaded short, saber-like dirges
onto their belts, and loaded .30 caliber rifle rounds into the loops of
their bandoliers. They made small talk, checking and rechecking
their firearms. My grandfather slipped bullets into his aged repeating rifle as he glanced over at my father, who was preoccupied with
sliding cartridges into his Remington’s tubular magazine. I myself
was not concerned with this matter; my rifle only chambers one
round, and I was not willing to carry it loaded around the cabin.
It was about this time that my gaze drifted across the room to
the others. Guests of my fraternal great-uncle. They were all unfamiliar to me, and while they were all amicable, they carried themselves in a way that made me feel quite uneasy. This was a vacation
for them. They were here for fun, and for sport. I had seen them
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carry in their rifle cases (all-black, plastic affairs with combination
locks) the night before, and had wondered what kind of long rifle
could fit into a container so small.
It was then that the first weapon was revealed, much to my shock
and bewilderment. Their stood a man, dressed in hunter's camouflage, with an orange cap, wielding a glossy, black assault rifle. A
battle rifle, in all its glory, complete with a recoil-absorbing stock,
marksman's scope, and a bayonet lug. It was by no means the only
of its kind present. Shortly thereafter, Kalashnikovs, AR-15s, M-14s,
and a Czech SKS all made their appearance. Ten men stood about,
loading bullets into 30-round magazines, clamping on scopes and
grips, and threading suppressors and flashlights onto their barrels.
I looked back to my father, who met my wide-eyed gaze with a
similar countenance.
The time for the hunt to commence had come. We marched out
into the woods in a loose pattern, like a squad of skirmishers entering the fray. I, my father, and my grandfather made up the leftmost
wing of the echelon. We moved as we had all been taught, stealthily,
with precision and a feeling of taut energy. Our comrades, however,
moved like heavy infantry, with no regard for the crackling of the
leaves or the symphony of breaking twigs. They slogged along, their
modern polymer weapons looking out of place in the gallery of oak
and blackjack trees.
We three soon broke off, scurrying along a trail dotted with rutted pits and cloven footprints. Not much longer, after the sounds of
the noisy column had faded away, we found ourselves approaching
an end to the forest. We fell beside one another, each crouching a
couple dozen paces abreast of the others. We began to creep along
in this bent posture, trundling about like soldiers too afraid to stand
up and be gunned down. I myself quickly made my way, stooped
over, to the crest of a little hillock, where I laid prone under the
watchful gaze of a lone little cedar, surveying the open field before
me, in which nestled a little pond. I glared over the tall grass that
made this field its home at my cohorts. Fifty yards to my right
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crouched my father, his head poked over a fallen log. Thirty yards
beyond him stood my grandfather, who leaned nonchalantly against
the great bulk of a cypress tree. We sat there, comfortably, each of
us realizing the value of this place as the site for an ambuscade.
Our wit paid off not long after taking these positions, for, out of
the forest, came slumping along a great sow. She looked very tired,
the grey of her spiny pelt a testament to her age and immense
strength. Her great bulk shuddered with each lumbering stride, and
even in that quite docile state she seemed to have an aura of savage,
animal power surrounding her.
I looked hurriedly over, and saw my father staring back at me. I
shook my head and pointed to him and pumped my fist up and down
twice, an old signal learned from my great-grandfather, a veteran of
the last World War.
“No. You. Fire,” my hands mimed.
It didn't feel like my shot to make.
My father leveled his rifle at the beast, took carful aim, and, after
what seemed like a decade, his rifle let forth a thunderbolt.
The giant example of fauna slumped forward, all her legs seeming to give out at once. She died mid-stride, without any knowledge
of her impending doom. She passed instantly, painlessly, and with
nobility. Her form made it appear like was simply sleeping; her features were in repose.
It was after our return to the main body will learned this was not
the case for her kin. We approached them from behind, and bled
back into their ranks like ghosts, our arrival unheeded.
We witnessed the beginning of a slaughter. They had somehow
trapped an entire herd in a dry lakebed and were resolute in not allowing any to escape. Boar screamed and bellowed, rushing wildly
in every direction. They died in droves, their brothers, mother, rivals, and children being shredded by the fire from the battle rifles.
They almost all let out death screams, the high-pitched squeal of a
mortally wounded pig. I saw one individual attempt to race up the
dam of the empty lake, his bull-like form riddled with bullets before
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he could make it even half-way up the embankment. He couldn't let
out a death-screech, which I later found out was due to his jaw being
torn off by a hollow-point rifle round. I saw a sow, the young duplicate of our victim, trying to stand between her already dead piglets
and the hail of bullets. She was quickly dispatched with a shot
through her ribcage. One straggler, his back legs shattered, was dispatched with five shots from a pistol to the head. My father finally
let in and shuddered at that sight.
It took about a minute and a half for the entire event to occur. It
felt like many hours. The auto-loading rifles spewed industrial, machine-gun death. It was inhumane, and utterly infuriating. Slaughter, wholesale, on cornered, helpless creatures. This was in no way
noble; those swine died in a blender. A crescendo of lead, gore, and
the death rattle of their kind.
Thirty-four. That is the number of carcasses dragged from the
cracked, dusty ground of the lakebed, not counting the many little
piglets, whose bodies were left for the starving vultures. Our single
prize made the count thirty-five.
They stacked the bleeding, sticky corpses in a rough pyramid.
The striking resemblance to the piles of buffalo skulls found outside
hunting cabins was not lost on my grandfather or me. Everyone took
photographs and shook hands in front of their bloody pyre. We
stood, almost shamefully, next to our dead sow. I unloaded my rifle,
its unfired cartridge landing, sleek and deadly, in the palm of my
gloved hand. I glimpsed back at the vacationing hunters and their
piles of spent casings and stack of dead, broken pigs, wondering if
they realized that they killed more than just a herd of swine that day.
The old way of hunting was dead too. ►►
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Victory at Richmond
WENDELL HIXSON
Wendell Hixson uses rhetorical vocabulary to analyze Patrick Henry’s
famous “Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death” speech, highlighting the
Founding Father’s strategic rebranding of the coming revolution, as
well as his establishment of credibility and appeal to divine will. This
essay was written for Writing I with Dr. Ben Wetherbee.

O

N MARCH 23, 1775, IN A SMALL Richmond church, one of the

most influential speeches to ever grace the historical accounts of American patriotism was given. The capital of
Virginia was consumed by a lieutenant-governor’s Royal Marines,
the British Navy lined the coast, redcoats coated the streets, rifles
flooded every home and barrack, and war was nothing but imminent. Still, Americans desired reconciliation. Patrick Henry had
been fighting against his fellow colonists for months upon months,
and finally he took it upon himself to conquer his peers, to convince
them to conquer the outside forces he saw threatening the freedom
he so desired. With appeals to the heavenly power bestowed on
them, in that church Henry let boom the words to shatter American
naivety: “Give me liberty or give me death!” Henry’s famous speech
reads as an impassioned summary of the status of America and defines its only option, retaliation. Henry passionately and effectively
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inspires his fellow colonists, especially the president of the council
Peyton Randolph, by illuminating the urgent and foreboding war
ahead, convincing them of the innate support of the just God above,
and offering up himself to truly seal his wholehearted belief in their
home’s independence.
Henry illustrates the current situation and constructs his words
to display the exigency of defense, appealing to pathos, specifically
the shared fear of tyranny and importance of their ideological freedom, and logos, the implications of war demonstrated by an influx
of the foreign military: “Our petitions have been slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult; our supplications have been disregarded; and we have been spurned, with
contempt, from the foot of the throne.” The freedoms of the Americans and their due respect were confiscated by a crowned despot,
and their desire for representation or independence was not only
denied but looked down upon. Henry appeals to the hatred and terror evoked by the evil king, who discards their liberties and only
punishes in return: “Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in
the illusions of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against a painful
truth, and listen to the song of that siren till she transforms us into
beasts.” He presents their wish for reinstated unity as a simple part
of the British plan to lull Americans into, in his repeated words,
“slavery” or “submission.” The criticisms of this unreachable peace
hold powerfully and force reality onto his audience of colonists, implying that they simply refuse to see the clear signs of hawkish oppression being pressed on them. Though Henry easily delves into
their fears of a mad king and surrounding belligerence, he balances
the fear with needed hope of overcoming a nearly all-powerful empire.
A man proposing such literally revolutionary ideas, must have
the perceived authority to seem credible and certainly has to prove
the virtually divine potential for a small, overtaxed colony to defeat
a global superpower. Henry employs these strategies effectively and
the latter repeatedly. His ethos is only explicitly addressed once, but
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in a way that is undeniably effective when considering the respect
these politicians wielded for Henry’s intelligence in rhetoric: “I have
but one lamp by which my feet are guided; and that is the lamp of
experience.” The shared experience these men hold in government
and the building up of the nation they want to see thrive is undeniable, so to deny his experience as credible would be to deny the credibility of each and every man who has adamantly fought for
avoidance or in defense of independence. Henry now needs support
for his claim that they could succeed, and what better way than appealing to the God they all held dear? “... Chains and slavery? Forbid
it, Almighty God.” “An appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts is all
that is left us.” “Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper use of those
means which the God of nature hath placed in our power.” The godly
support America still believes it holds had instated itself in the foundations of the nation and become a religiously based commonplace
of the people, easily fortifying the established theory. God will help
them win; Henry is equally credible to every man in saying so; and
he believes this so strongly that he has no inhibition to lay his life on
the line, as expressed in his most famous words.
Redcoats still lined the shores, roads, and capitals, but now independence surged through the red blood of the colonists. War was
nothing but imminent, and America desired to prove their mettle.
Henry’s speech may have been an isolated event in a small church,
but its implications spread past those walls through his audience of
peers, through them the sentiments reached the states, and from
there the words reached the people. Common Sense, George Washington, and “no representation” aided the battle to drive Americans
to accepting the call to war, but one cannot deny the power of the
words that summarized the sentiments of every man, woman, and
child desiring to escape the king. Henry gave America something to
live by, a summary of what emotion we held and have held since the
great war of freedom. He formulated a speech to drive his peers to
always believe that liberty is worth defending, and though in that
time he may just have been addressing a few arguing colonists, he
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led them and the country to cherish one unified belief: give us liberty or give us death. ►►

►► WORK CITED
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Saint Misfit
KORBYN PEEBLES
Korbyn Peebles employs the archetypal figure of the saint to examine
the Misfit, a famously troubling character from Flannery O’Connor’s
short story “A Good Man Is Hard to Find.” Through this character,
Peebles argues, O’Connor cautions against the sort of redemptive
suffering often celebrated in Christendom. This essay was written for
Writing II with Dr. Ben Wetherbee.

S

with their holy deeds. In
Catholic practice, their actions are a model for all who follow
them—often ending in martyrdom—and ultimately shape the
relationship between the secular world and the entire church body.
In Flannery O’Connor’s short story “A Good Man is Hard to Find,”
O’Connor seems to use this concept of sainthood to criticize not only
the relationship between Catholicism and its devout followers, but
any religion that might share the same regard for redemptive suffering. She presents the Misfit as a figure of extremity to condemn
the equally zealous and commonly praised martyrs and aesthetics of
the past, reflecting on how their fanatical repulsion of earthly values
commonly did more to damage society than it did to instill everlasting good.
AINTS HAVE A DECORATED HISTORY
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O’Connor doesn’t compare the Misfit to just any saint however,
but instead directly parallels him to the Son of God, Jesus Christ.
The Misfit’s dialogue itself speaks volumes on his representation to
Christ, and his actions contrastingly express O’Connor’s criticism of
this sort of radicalism:
“Jesus thown everything off balance. It was the same case with
Him as with me except He hadn’t committed any crime and they
could prove I had committed one because they had the papers on
me. They never shown me my papers. . . . I call myself the Misfit
because I can’t make what all I done wrong fit what all I gone
through in punishment” (243-44).

These few words go far in setting up O’Connor’s correlation between
the Misfit and Christ, specifically in two ways. Firstly, it explicitly
expresses that the Misfit sees himself like Christ—“it was the same
case with Him as with me” (243)—and secondly, it conveys the sort
of innocence that the Misfit feels towards his crimes: “I can’t make
what all I done wrong fit what all I gone through in punishment”
(244). Both Christ and the Misfit have been wrongly accused of
crimes they believe they did not commit; however, O’Connor portrays the Misfit as almost delusional throughout the short story in a
way that causes doubt in the reader, especially when the Misfit
claims that he truly is innocent of the accusations made against him.
Likewise, O’Connor also criticizes Christ’s legitimacy. How can we
know that Christ was not as deranged as the Misfit in his missions?
It seems that there is no sure way to affirm the intended ends of either man’s actions. O’Connor wants others to analyze Christ just like
they did the Misfit, without assuming legitimacy on the sole premise
that Jesus was divine.
The Misfit’s response to his mistreatment seems excessive—he
kills off an entire family alongside other insidious acts—but he is
quick draw a line dividing himself from Christ: “Jesus was the only
One that ever raised the dead” (244). He does this not in reverence
of Christ’s miraculous work, however, but rather to chastise it:
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“[Jesus] shouldn’t have done it. He thown everything off balance.
If He did what He said, then it’s nothing for you to do but thow
away everything and follow Him, and if He didn’t, then it’s nothing
for you to do but enjoy the few minutes you got left the best way
you can—by killing somebody or burning down his house or doing
some other meanness to him.” (244)

O’Connor brings light to this sort of paradox in Jesus’s story: if the
epitome of Christendom is to transcend the earthly world to the City
of God, then it seems almost torturous for Jesus to raise anyone
from the dead, stealing away the peace and joy that comes with the
heavenly afterlife of his followers. Extending this notion even further, we can say that it is harrowing of God to even let us live in this
world separated from Him in the first place. This apocalyptic idea
that encourages death and apathy toward the world, rather than
participation in the world today because of its temporality, is what
O’Connor vehemently rebukes in religion. The Misfit is ironical because he represents Jesus and, at the same time, he and his disciples
slaughter an entire family. It is the encouragement of not only apathy but the suffering and violence religion precipitates that O’Connor challenges with her short story. The final lines of the story
exemplify this reverence for violence that religion holds: “‘She
would have been a good woman,’ the Misfit said, ‘if it had been
somebody there to shoot her every minute of her life’” (245). Yet
again, the affirmation of death and violence that is shown in the
Misfit can also be seen across the Bible: David killing Goliath, Samson pulling down the pillars he was chained to on the crowd watching, and even Jesus’s own crucifixion. Saying that these moments of
violence and suffering had value is at the same time affirming their
part in society. O’Connor tries to show this extremity with her character of the Misfit to provide a reason to contest these often considered “admirable” deeds of the Bible.
The grandmother, throughout the work, is also symbolic and
represents not only the often sheepish followers of Christ, but also a
sort of condemnation from God himself. This dichotomy is heavy

19

THE DROVER REVIEW VOL. II | 2019

within the dense commentary of the grandmother. Upon the Misfit’s
arrival, the grandmother thinks to herself, “His face was as familiar
to her as if she had known him all her life but she could not recall
who he was,” to not only describe the narrative plot in greater detail,
but to also express the idea of the Misfits likeness to Christ (238).
The grandmother is on one hand the most humbled of servants to
Christ, struggling to understand His place and her own in the entire
spectrum of Christendom and the world. She follows Jesus like
many do but does not truly know who it is she follows and overlooks
the perverse acceptance of redemptive suffering. In another light,
she comes to speak as God himself to the Misfit and criticizes his
radical behavior. Assuming that God had once know his son and the
people who follow in his likeness, O’Connor believes their emphasis
on obscene self-sacrifice and other violent tendencies has made
them blind to the true word of God, and accordingly that God has
forgotten who it was that he had made them to be. After conversation between the two towards the end of the short story, the grandmother comes to recognize the Misfit: “She saw the man’s face
twisted close to her own as if he were going to cry and she murmured, ‘Why you’re one of my babies. You’re one of my own children!’ She reached out and touched him on the shoulder” (245).
Taking the role as the devout believer, we can see the absolute adoration and care the grandmother’s tone takes right after she realizes
Jesus through the Misfit. Like a mother nurturing her child is the
intimate relationship of the radical suffering for God. In similar
fashion we see God still accepting those who are like the Misfit, overzealous contortionists of God’s desires. O’Connor makes clear
through these lines that those who go against God are not forgotten
or even considered less than His children. Even though God may
disapprove of some fanatical followers, He still loves and cares for
them unconditionally.
Godliness is next to compassion for oneself, others, and the
world. O’Connor stresses that religion should not condone redemptive suffering or apathy for the City of Man. Christendom’s radical
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focus on death and idolization of those who suffer creates an atmosphere that breeds violence and stunts growth in human advancement; it allows for its followers to live in a stupor waiting for death
to bring them to paradise, or alternatively engage in harmful activities that damage themselves and the world around them. O’Connor
implores the reader to suppress this sort of irrationality that is often
a byproduct of religion, and instead exist in moderation between the
divine and the earthly; she ultimately asks the reader to not become
a saint. ►►

►► WORK CITED
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Chastity, Christ, and Camelot
TIA MCCARLEY
Through reference to Arthurian legend and latter-day literature and
pop-culture, Tia McCarley traces a parallel between the Madonna
and Messiah Archetypes, arguing that male chastity remains upheld
and enforced as a symbol of purity in Western culture. This essay was
written for Writing II with Dr. Ben Wetherbee.

T

about the theory of the Madonna Archetype and the punishment and suppression of
women’s sexuality throughout traditional literature, in Eastern and Western culture alike. Marital and sexual fidelity is considered something of the highest importance in the most celebrated
tales of classical literature, especially those found in the Western
canon. However, there is a running theme throughout the archetypes that have come time and time again: the theme of holy chastity
and punishment of the Messiah figure for engaging in natural human sexuality with partners, especially if he conceives children with
them. This perspective is sorely lacking in the studies of sexual restriction of the archetypal figures, and it is one I seek to study and
explore in this paper. In this paper, I will discuss the theory of the
Madonna Archetype, how it compares to the Messiah Archetype in
the specific example of the Arthurian Mythos, and how new theories
HERE HAS BEEN MUCH WRITTEN
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must be developed and used in order to study it, as well as my findings on the Messiah Archetype.
The Madonna Archetype, in its most basic form, is the idea that
virginal women are the most pure and ideal women, and that chastity is what a woman should uphold to in order not to be sinful in
her life. As Shirley Foster says, “to be truly feminine, a woman must
fulfill the beneficent functions assigned to her” (5). In her article
“The Articulation of Virginity in Medieval Chanson de none,” Lisa
Coulton elaborates further: “The sexuality of women was considered
a natural, yet potentially dangerous, element of their physicality; as
descendants of Eve, women's bodies carried the memory of original
sin via their childbearing and menstruation, but were also measured
against the unattainable standard of the Virgin Mary's intactness”
(159). As Katherine Clark explains, chastity is not only a state or virginity, but a state of being pure and faithful to a partner, and resisting the advancements of others in the pursuit of holy chastity:
“Patristic authors ascribed to the widow a specific place in salvation:
whereas married women received a thirtyfold blessing in heaven,
widows received a sixtyfold blessing, and virgins, representing the
highest calling for women, reaped a hundredfold of the blessings of
heaven” (170).
This message of chastity and reward for the purity of the virgin
Madonna does not only stay in medieval literature but is noted to
have carried into the modern-day Evangelical abstinence-only sex
education movement, having “traded the power of transcendence
for the power of persuasion” (Gardner 187). The repression of female sexuality has long been a point of contention for the women’s
rights and liberation movement, as the sexuality and modesty of
women is linked directly to not only the very principle of femininity
in and of itself, but the degradation of society by more radical and
religious abstinence-only advocates:
If the class is taught by a woman who is filled with belief in God and
faithfulness to her husband, if she is morally clean and if childbirth
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to her is not a curse but a blessing, then her words, like a magnet,
attract even the most dissolute children to her, children who have
not acquired what they should have acquired at home. (Vladimirov
59)

This oxymoronic expectation and treatment of women in classical
literature, as explored by notable second-wave feminist writers,
does not only repress women in society, but also dehumanizes them,
and treats them as ideals and virtues rather than human beings.
This dehumanization by idolization and repression is the entire basis for the sexual liberation of women, as started by the creation of
the birth control pill and continuing to this very day in the advent of
third-wave, sex-positive, pro-choice feminism. Women in classical
literature seem to also fall under the Madonna/Whore dichotomy
proposed by Sigmund Freud, wherein a woman will either be sexually liberated and demonized for it, or “properly” chaste and
praised for it. This phenomenon is discussed under the idea of “slut
shaming,” and does not only occur in literature written by men, but
is very popular in young adult literature written for and by young
women, or even married women, such as in the case of Twilight, and
its spiritual successor Fifty Shades of Grey. The idea of the Madonna Archetype, as a whole, can be summed up thusly: a woman
who is chaste, virginal, motherly, and faithful is seen as the ultimate
state of virtue, especially in the case of religious text, and a woman
can and will be punished for falling outside of these boundaries, ultimately, in many cases, resulting in death and being sentenced to
damnation for her actions.
In the Western canon of British literature, there stand two bodies of work that dominate the entirety of conversation more than any
other. Standing far above even the works of the Canterbury Tales
or the world of Harry Potter, there are, first, the works of William
Shakespeare, and second, the legend of King Arthur and the Knights
of the Round Table, and their Kingdom of Camelot. Often seen as
one of the greatest legends of Great Britain, and the codifier of the
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ideal of the knight and of the concepts of chivalry and courtly love,
King Arthur was conceived at the height of the religious and patriarchal society of the Dark Ages of Europe, whose literature would
later be defied and parodied by the Bard and his legacy. As such, the
works of King Arthur are a perfect example of the standards of the
time, and how male sexuality and virginity was treated not only in
real society, but in the most famous and popularized literature of
the time, in the form of the archetype of the Messiah. To begin with,
we must establish how the ideal of male sexuality was perceived in
regard to the church, as much of the control of women’s sexuality
was based in the idea of the female body being inherently sinful and
her connection to original sin being linked to her body. Pat Cullen
has written much about male chastity in the Middle Ages, stating,
“Indeed, it has been suggested that there was an increasing emphasis on celibacy as an aspect of the sacerdotal role in the years before
the Reformation, and hence the importance of accusations of the
failure to observe it in critiques of both regular and secular clergy at
the Reformation” (623). This shows us that male chastity was considered an important part of holy life—something that we can see in
knighthood, as demonstrated by Sir Gawain in Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight and Sir Galahad in his quest for the Holy Grail, both
of whom were chaste and faithful to courtly love, and who were
greatly rewarded for it in their quests. Consequently, Sir Lancelot,
who was not chaste, became the renowned traitor to King Arthur,
and King Arthur himself, in failing to be chaste with Morgana, was
killed for his sin in The Death of King Arthur. One may argue, as
Barbara Baines does, that “in a patriarchal society, men are privileged with authority, yet, somewhat paradoxically, that authority
depends upon the chastity of women” (286). However, male chastity, just like its sister, is still enforced in the Christian church today,
and is still propagandized in the abstinence-only movement, as seen
here: “The first safeguard in life and ministry for a priest—as for any
Christian—is his intimacy with our Lord and lived fidelity to the
teaching of the church” (McGavin, 36). This propaganda, however,
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is treated uncritically, with the premise that it is something completely unprecedented, even when that cannot be further from the
truth. Sir Galahad was quite literally only able to find the Holy Grail
because of his purity, represented by his virginity, and one of the
hallmarks of courtly love that Sir Lancelot failed to show was the
fact that courtly love was love only of the spirit, and not the body.
Sir Lancelot was encouraged to love Queen Guinevere in the courtly
manner, as courtly love was pure and without sin, and it was only
when he broke his bond of chastity outside of his marriage that he
had to flee. One of the ways in which it was comical to see Sir Percival behave like a feral child, not at all like a knight, was the fact that
he failed to understand courtly and chaste love, as his behavior was
entirely improper for a knight who upheld the code and honor of
chivalry—and chastity. To see Sir Percival slip into a woman’s bed
to try and kiss her upon seeing her was akin to seeing King Arthur
hopping around with coconuts and arguing about the velocity of an
unladen swallow—it simply was not right, and was humorous to see.
This demonization is easy to see and logically follows: A man who
does not follow the norms of chastity will die, in the case of King
Arthur; be dishonored, in the case of Sir Lancelot; or will be mocked
and laughed at, in the case of Sir Percival. In the case of modern
media, an eternal bachelor is seen as a child, behaving forever like a
teenager and one day will settle down and have children, like Barney
in How I Met Your Mother, or is seen as a downright egocentric annoyance, in the case of Iron Man. A good man is a chaste man, and
any woman will tell you that.
Where does this leave the archetype of the Messiah, then, in the
framework of modern storytelling? The Messiah, much like his sister, is a man who is pure in his detachment from humanity and
closeness to God, or virtue in general, as demonstrated by his lack
of sexuality whatsoever. The Messiah Archetype is displayed most
prominently in King Arthur, but also shows his face in modern-day
symbols of goodness, such as the character of Superman or Optimus
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Prime or the Doctor from Doctor Who. In all cases, the Messiah Archetype must not be wed, nor have children, or else he will be punished by having his family taken from him, so that he will have no
attachments to the material world, in the same way that the above
examples of male chastity in the church require closeness to God
and distance from the material world. One can easily observe this
phenomenon in the way that the family of the Messiah is always
killed, or is the one to kill, in punishment for the Messiah to fail to
live up to his expectations. How, then, does this fit, when control of
female sexuality is symptomatic of patriarchy, as gender theory suggests? One may go back to Sigmund Freud’s theory of the Madonna
and the Whore. Rather than seeing the chaste woman in fiction as a
partner to sexually control, one may argue that the character is seen
as a mother figure to the reader, and consequently does not want to
see her sexually in any way. This would naturally carry to the Messiah, who would also be seen as a father figure to the reader, and
thus would not be seen sexually. The Madonna as the Holy Mother
and the Messiah as the Holy Father are, thus, both valued for their
chastity and punished for breaking it, as we see in Arthurian legend.
In conclusion, the Messiah and the Madonna Archetypes are
both a result of the church equating virginity with purity, and are a
reflection of reality onto fiction. Both archetypes are defined by being symbols of goodness and holiness and are not allowed to have
children or wed. Male sexuality is demonized, male chastity is valued, and old and new fiction alike display this in their treatment of
the sexuality of their characters. The Madonna Archetype is wrongfully assumed to be the only archetype that controls sexuality, and
further study into male chastity and the demonization of sexuality
is required. ►►
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The Woman in the Mask
Fantomina and the Theatrics of Femininity
BAYLEE BOZARTH
Employing Erving Goffman’s theory of dramaturgy, Baylee Bozarth
reads Eliza Haywood’s eighteenth-century novella Fantomina as an
extended metaphor, one that compares theatre to the performances
women put on within patriarchal society. This essay was written for
British Literature I with Dr. John Bruce.

E

LIZA HAYWOOD WROTE INCREDIBLY progressive works for the

eighteenth century, despite their roots in misogyny. The 1725
novella Fantomina is both praised for the shocking sexual
mobility it allows the main female character and criticized for promoting rape culture and conforming to sexist social norms. However, Haywood seems too aware of the social problems for these
controversial ideas to not be included in a purposeful way. Fantomina is not necessary an exemplum, but rather an example of the
pressure women face to change and conform every day of their live.
It is a story about a woman putting on masks to please the male gaze,
and in doing so it represents all women and the figurative costumes
they put on every day.
The audience never knows who the character of Fantomina really is. She is commonly referred to by that name only because the
character’s actual name is never spoken in the story. Instead she is
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referred to as “the young lady” or simply “the girl” (Haywood 41).
She is constantly changing identities, without revealing who she actually is to the primary male character, Beauplaisir, or to the reader.
The story is even written in third person narrative to highlight the
separation between her and the reader (Morrison 28). This type of
secrecy could be in effect for multiple reasons. She could simply be
trying to reiterate the need for privacy concerning her sexual exploits, so she does not get caught and publicly shamed for them.
However, a compelling argument can be made that her identity is
not important, because she has no true identity, and like all women
is simply putting on the most convenient mask for the occasion.
The themes presented in Fantomina are strikingly similar to the
later idea of dramaturgy. This theory is the idea that “by examining
theatre-like situations in social life we get to know something about
social interaction, and theatre stage or dramatic text, in turn, may
give us new insights into how we act and communicate with one another” (Võsu 132). Erving Goffman uses this analogy to suggest that
every social interaction people have is simply the person acting, as
if on a stage, for the benefit of the people around them (Võsu 141).
Fantomina is doing just that. Haywood even describes her as being
an incredible actress, stating, “all the comedians at both Playhouses
are infinitely short of her performances” (57). Social dramaturgy
suggests that people put on different personas depending on their
audience, which is exactly what Fantomina does when she pretends
to be a prostitute. She wants people to treat her differently, and experience sexual desire and activities; therefore, she becomes a different character entirely (Merritt 51). The only difference is that
Haywood is pointing out how necessary this process of acting is for
women in order to get what they want, or progress socially. An important analogy for this is the constant costume changes.
Costuming is an important part of theatre, and Fantomina’s outfits and fashion are described in detail each time she takes on a new
character. The way women dress is also, historically, designed specifically to please the male gaze. Maureen Turim discusses film’s
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“slit aesthetic,” which is meant to juxtapose the fabric with bare skin
in order to fetishize women’s body parts to please the male gaze
(Young 67). Fantomina, each time she creates a new character, is
costuming herself, not only to fit her new role, but also to make
Beauplaisir the most attracted to her. In the section where Haywood
describes Celia’s fashion, the footnotes read, “Jackets were close fitting, buttoned tightly at the waist, and deep cut, which emphasized
the woman’s shape and also revealed the front of her dress or cleavage” (Pettit 52). In this note, the editor feels the need to indicate that
the purpose of her clothing was essentially to make Fantomina appealing to men. The only other purpose of dressing a specific way is
to indicate a certain level of wealth of social class, which is part of
putting on a mask relevant to how rich she wants to appear. Everything she does seems to be for Beauplaisir’s benefit. The only way
she has any control over her life is by divorcing herself from it and
becoming someone new.
Femininity is directly related to the art of performing, and Haywood shows this throughout the entire narrative. The story even begins in a theatre, where Fantomina takes on her first persona
(Merritt 48). She is able to gain power over her own fate by controlling how much Beauplaisir knows about her identity. If he does not
know who she is, he can’t reveal that he has taken her “virtue” (Haywood 48). She also is also able to “trick him into monogamy” despite
his waning interest in her different personas (Morrison 32). She is
such a good actress that she is able to seduce a man as four different
women without him knowing the difference. This is indicative of
women’s natural skill to be whatever they need to, as well as men’s
complete disregard for even noticing what is happening around
them. All women are acting all of the time, which is why the heroine's final disguise, Incognita, is actually the truest representation of
herself.
In her final disguise, Fantomina fully acknowledges that who
she is makes no difference to Beauplaisir. She goes as far as to wear
an actual mask, representing the truest version of herself that the

32

BOZARTH | THE WOMAN IN THE MASK

audience sees. This is not only because this disguise is closest to the
heroine’s actual financial status (Morrison 35). She is actually representing herself, as the women in the mask. She has no true identity, only masks that she wears. This costume, too, is yet another way
to hold as much power over Beauplaisir as her position enables her.
By keeping her identity a secret, she has knowledge that he wants.
The mystery keeps him excited and also allows them a type of voyeurism, since, in a way, she is separating herself from her body
(Merritt 65). She simply becomes a sexual object, rather than concrete person he can try to understand. In this way, she objectifies
them both.
Essentially, Fantomina is an extended metaphor meant to directly compare femininity to theatre and acting. The story even
reads like a play. Merritt compares the story to the Lacanian concept
of the “screen,” which is similar to dramaturgy in that humans’ views
of themselves are split between characters they show to other people
and who they actually are (58). Fantomina acts as if she were on a
screen throughout the story. She has multiple character and costume changes. Incognita is herself an example of what it means to
be an actress with no self-identity. She does this over and over again
in order to gain agency as a woman, which is a real-world problem.
The story argues that to be a woman is to be an actress.
Fantomina is complicated work that uses serial identities to accomplish many goals. Haywood not only describes a woman achieving sexual and emotional power over a man, but she also
simultaneously shows a plight all women face. Putting on a mask in
order to conform to society is almost unavoidable and is done every
day by women everywhere. It is often the only way to advance or
have any power at all, especially for women in the eighteenth century. Dramaturgy is not only a sociological explanation, but a social
tool important for women in order to achieve their goals. ►►
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Gulliver as Swift’s Every-Proletarian
Dehumanization, Alienation, and Labor
GENEVIEVE GORDON
In this analysis of Gulliver’s Travels, Genevieve Gordon argues that
Jonathan Swift’s satirical narrative presages and illustrates Marxist
ideas about the exploitation and alienation of laborers, offering a
powerful critique of mercantile capitalism. This essay was written for
British Literature I with Dr. John Bruce.

K

ARL MARX DID NOT WRITE his theories on capitalism, aliena-

tion, and labor estrangement until over a century after Gulliver’s Travels was published, but much about the latter
text’s remarkable social and economic foresight can be gleaned by
comparing Jonathan Swift’s satire with Marx’s social and economic
philosophies. While Swift isolates Gulliver in his many voyages to
make the reader discover the unpleasantness of human nature
through satire, the everyman protagonist also stands in as the everyproletarian; the feelings of dehumanization and alienation Gulliver
experiences are exaggerations of the plight of the worker in a system
in which all humanity has been stripped by materialism, greed, and
capitalism.
Although the industrial revolution that inspired much of Marx’s
theory in the nineteenth century had not yet fully taken hold, Swift’s
economic context embodied growing trends away from simple,
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agrarian lifestyles and towards a more complex, global economy.
The economic theory of Mercantilism prevailed rather than fullscale capitalism, but the advents of workhouses and widespread colonialization efforts foreshadowed the values expressed in Adam
Smith’s The Wealth of Nations, published 50 years after Gulliver’s
Travels, spurring a general “proletarianization of the working class”
(Murphet 659). A century later, Marx points to this as a key juncture
in the process by which a bourgeoisie and a proletariat are formed,
wherein the former control the means of economic production and
are sold the labor of the latter. When a working-class proletarian
works for a capitalist owner, Marx says, the work they do no longer
belongs to them, and the product of their labor becomes something
alien to them, causing their estrangement from it. To Marx, work is
part of the uniqueness of humanity, so the estrangement from work
is a subsequent dehumanization of the laborer that alienates them
from themselves and from other people, allowing the bourgeoisie to
more easily exploit them (“Estrangement” 70-81). Estrangement
and dehumanization occur in any circumstance where wealth is prioritized over sustenance, so this method of corruption is certainly
among the list of Swift’s grievances expressed in Gulliver’s Travels.
Gulliver’s first voyages, to Lilliput and Brobdingnag, focus primarily on the disgust to be found in human society from both perspectives: minuscule and gargantuan. These incredible satirical
insights, however, hinge upon the fact that Gulliver is isolated as the
only person of his kind. This leaves him vulnerable by creating a
power imbalance, even among the diminutive Lilliputians, because
it allows Gulliver to be dehumanized and treated as a spectacle and,
as Marx would put it, a commodity. The name given to him by the
Lilliputians, “Quinbus Flestrin,” translates to “Man Mountain,” and
illustrates that he is seen as nonhuman from the moment of his arrival, which aids in the exploitation of his labor (Swift 13). In Lilliput, the natives make use of Gulliver’s stature for means of labor and
war, but the loftiness, decadence, and trivial materialism of the Lil-
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liputian civilization causes Gulliver to be exiled rather than appreciated. His ability to extinguish the palace fire with his urine is lifesaving yet serves as the grounds for his banishment.
In giant-ridden Brobdingnag, Gulliver is treated much less as a
physical utility and more like a performative commodity for entertainment. The man who finds him upon his initial arrival parades
him around as a novelty, charging others to watch Gulliver drink alcohol, recite speeches, and perform physical tasks. Gulliver’s narration reflects his self-perception as a marketable, dehumanized
object; “My master gave publick notice, that he would shew me again
next Market-Day,” he says (Swift 66). “The worker becomes all the
poorer the more wealth he produces,” Marx writes (“Estrangement”
71), but Gulliver observes, “the more my master got by me, the more
unsatiable he grew” (Swift 67). Despite the fact these trials persist
until Gulliver is “half dead with weariness and vexation” and “almost
reduced to a skeleton,” he is complacent (Swift 65, 67). “I bowed
down,” he narrates, “and humbly answered, that I was my master’s
slave” (68). Gulliver’s seemingly complete mental rationalization
and normalization of the behavior of the Lilliputians and Brobdingnagians is part of what makes this effective satire, but it also speaks
to the perennial self-delusion of any oppressed laborer. As a result
of estrangement from his labor, Gulliver “begets the dominion of the
one who does not produce,” or the bourgeoisie (Marx, “Estrangement” 78). This is also what happens at the end of Gulliver’s time in
Lilliput, as he accepts the ridiculous grounds for his exile as entirely
normal, just as Marxist doctrine asserts that the proletariat is often
duped into believing that capitalism has their best interests in mind.
A Marxist reading is especially useful in discussing Gulliver’s excursions in the highly intellectual Laputa, particularly Swift’s seeming disdain for science and technology in the descriptions of the
Academy at Lagado. The pointed parody of invention and innovation, in the form of the “Projectors,” seems like a jab at the developing utilitarianism of Swift’s context and a condemnation of all
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technological advancement and attempts at progress. Most essential, however, is the text’s criticism of a culture obsessed with efficiency to a highly damaging point. Before even entering the
Academy, Gulliver hears about this preoccupation from Lord Munodi, whose mill has been destroyed by a group of Projectors promising to increase his water yield by building a large, overly complex
contraption. As Munodi tells him, however, “after employing an
Hundred Men for two Years, the Work miscarried” (Swift 131). This
utilitarian effort to increase production is shown as a disturbing
waste of human time and labor and leaves Lord Munodi with fewer
means by which to support himself, all while the Projectors project
“the Blame intirely upon him” (131). In Marxist theory, technology
that increases any kind of yield or production can only bode poorly
for the working class, but the bourgeoisie “cannot exist without constantly revolutionizing the instruments of production, and thereby
the relations of production” (“Manifesto” 476). Not only, then, are
the inventions at Lagado pointless and fruitless, but they also propagate a harmful system of control and exploitation. As Gulliver observes at the Academy, the inventions also entirely change the
nature of work; Marx writes that this is key to the alienation and
dehumanization of laborers. In an age of advanced machinery, Marx
insists, “the work of the proletarians has lost all individual character,” making the laborer only “an appendage of the machine” (“Manifesto” 479). In the name of efficiency, the Projectors’ devised means
of writing through an overly complicated system of moving letter
parts does precisely this. The machine requires the work of 40 laborers whose work is as meaningless as the results it produces. The
act of writing, a uniquely human type of work, is dehumanized while
simultaneously used to exploit the labor of many people.
The basic philosophies expressed by Marx and Swift, especially
their considerations about the “good” or “bad” essence of humankind, may at first seem incompatible. Despite the quite dismal nature of much of Marx’s writing, his perception of humanity is
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primarily positive; he asserts that a man is “made, by his own activity, into what he is at any given time” (Mészáros 148). This means
that to Marx, the pervasion of capitalism and labor exploitation does
not just corrupt society economically and politically, but it perverts
the morality of all of humanity. At first glance, Swift seems to view
human nature as much less dynamic; Gulliver’s Travels illustrates
what Julian Murphet describes as a stark “inhumanism,” by which
the text renders most of humanity “contemptible” (Murphet 659).
The ridiculousness and brutishness of Lilliput, Brobdingnag,
Lagado, and the land of the Houyhnhnms should force the reader to
confront the Hobbesian elements inherent in their own selves and
surroundings. However, it is possible to read Gulliver’s trials and
misfortunes as consequences not necessarily of humans as individuals, but of social codes and institutions which allow for the worst of
human behavior to be expressed. Perhaps Swift takes issue less with
humanity and more with “the very state of being human in a world
of systematic blasphemies against human beings” (Murphet 659).
For Marx, this “world” is capitalism.
The themes of estrangement and dehumanization that allow
Gulliver to represent an oppressed proletariat culminate ingeniously in the fourth part when he is forced to literally confront his
own humanity among the Houyhnhnms and Yahoos. His place and
status in this new, foreign setting are so befuddling because he cannot identify with either species; what Swift considers to be the “best”
human attributes are bestowed upon horses, while the “worst” qualities remain with the Yahoos, who better resemble wild animals
(Murphet 660). The Houyhnhnms are superior to humans in that
they are less corrupt; they do not lie, they have no concept of violent
war, and they do not understand the greed implied when Gulliver
informs them that “the rich Man enjoyed the Fruit of the poor Man’s
Labour” (Swift 189). Economically, however, the Houyhnhms are
also admirable because they are reminiscent of a time for which
Swift is nostalgic; they represent an idyllic, self-sufficient society
free of the need for trade and materialism (Landa 45). This is also a
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figure of Marx’s utopia, because it does not necessitate a hierarchy
of power that leads to inequality, and it mimics similar anti-industrial sentiments as Gulliver’s voyage to the Academy of Lagado.
When workers are estranged from their labor, Marx argues, they
are dehumanized to the point where they lose contact with their
“species-being,” that is, what constitutes their sense of human self.
The worker, then, “no longer feels himself to be anything but an animal,” and, as a result, “what is animal becomes human and what is
human becomes animal” (“Estranged” 74). This perfectly summarizes the position of the Yahoos in Gulliver’s Travels; the Yahoos are
indeed humans, with human characteristics, but they are more specifically humans under capitalism. The Yahoos possess a notion of
greed that the Houyhnmnms do not; they are “violently fond” of
shining stones, which Gulliver’s Houyhnmnm master calls an “unnatural appetite” (Swift 196). Although the humor of this section of
the novel is that Gulliver does not entirely realize how his species’
behaviors align with the Yahoos, his ability to distinguish himself
from them is the ideological climax of the entire text; Swift distributes a dire warning that humans, specifically workers, must be able
to assert their humanity and their species-beings to avoid being reduced to Yahoos. In The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka makes a similar argument: the reader is disturbed when Gregor becomes a
cockroach, and they can point to the difference between pre- and
post-metamorphosis Gregor, but Kafka aims to show that because
of his treatment as a worker under capitalism, he is essentially the
same. If humans want to believe they are more sophisticated, moral,
and intelligent than Yahoos or roaches, they must stop supporting a
social system that exploits them as though they are not.
For Gulliver’s Travels to be truly effective satire, it must allow
an avenue for improving the society it mocks, rather than exclusively, pessimistically condemning all its participants. It may not be
accurate to label Swift a proto-Marxist, but a reading where Lemuel
Gulliver represents the plight of the working-class allows the text an
additional layer of relevancy to the pending economic anxieties of
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its original context. It allows the satire to not only criticize the greed
and materialism of humanity, but to also suggest a move away from
capitalism as a potential answer to those defects. By placing Gulliver
in increasingly bizarre worlds where he faces increasing alienation
and dehumanization, the progress of capitalism can be followed to
exaggerated ends to express the urgency and ridiculousness of
Swift’s surroundings. Marx’s dynamic view of human nature ultimately lends Gulliver’s Travels the possibility of an optimistic conclusion, or at least a call to action for readers to reestablish their
humanity and their dignity as laborers and proletarians. ►►
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Undertale: Tales of Dystopia
KYLEA CAUGHMAN
Kylea Caughman analyzes the indie role-playing game Undertale as
an example of dystopian narrative, noting the game’s innovative construction of time and space and its revision of tropes commonly seen
in dystopian fiction and film. This essay was written for a seminar on
dystopian fiction and film with Dr. Ben Wetherbee.

I

dystopian fiction, Undertale does
not fit the typical mold. There’s no totalitarian world government, unempathetic mechanical overlord, or towering Metropolis powered by the sweat and labor of the poor when the protagonist
arrives. However, Undertale does bend tropes and build time and
space to create a unique dystopian adventure for the player. Undertale creates the bad space associated with dystopian fiction, twists
the typical tropes, provides commentary on current society using
unique gameplay options, and uses the medium of video game to its
advantage, creating a never-before-seen dystopia.
Undertale, first released in 2015 by creator Toby Fox, is a roleplaying game, set in a world of humans and monsters. After losing a
war, the monsters have been sealed underground by the humans.
The game begins with the protagonist, a human, falling into the underground. The game features turn based battles, puzzles, and boss
N THE SCOPE OF CANONIZED
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battles. However, unlike most RPGs, Undertale permits the player
the option not to fight or kill monsters and perform other actions
instead. This allows the game to have multiple different endings, the
main routes being neutral, pacifist, and genocide.
The starting space of Undertale can leave the player feeling conflicted. The layout and design of the Ruins is minimalistic, using
very few colors and objects aside from the puzzles used for the player
to progress in the game. Upon venturing into the Ruins, the protagonist meets both Flowey and Toriel, who give the player two completely different impressions of how this game and its story could
play out. Flowey tells the player that “In this world it’s kill or be
killed,” leaving a sense of impending doom in the player’s mind,
even after being saved. Contrastingly, Toriel saves the protagonist
from Flowey’s wrath, and moves to take the protagonist in as her
own child. She is appalled by Flowey’s actions, calling him a “miserable creature,” giving the player the sense that Flowey may not have
been right about this world. Depending on who the player believes,
the view of the Underground could be distorted either way, especially within the barren Ruins.
The next area in the Underground at face value is quite pleasant,
but upon exploring, a darker side can be found. After the Ruins, the
protagonist moves on to Snowdin. Both the forest and the town in
the Snowdin area are covered in snow and have a joyful atmosphere.
This is connoted by the light and bouncy music playing, along with
the fun and exciting characters met in the area. However, even in
this area with its wacky skeletons and friendly dog monsters, another element to the space can be discovered if the player looks
closely enough. Upon searching certain spots within the Snowdin
area, the player can find hidden cameras. Along with this, when
travelling backward, the player may spot a fleeing Flowey who appears to be following close behind throughout the protagonist’s
journey. This creates the feeling of being closely monitored, both by
known and unknown means.
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As the protagonist continues their journey, the Underground
gets darker once again. In the Waterfall area, the sense of dread the
player may have felt in the beginning starts becoming stronger. On
the surface, the area is quite beautiful, despite the darker atmosphere. The scenery includes fluorescent mushrooms, lantern-lit
pathways, and glistening rocks on the ceiling of the cave that resemble stars in the night sky. Once again, when the player investigates
further, the area doesn’t seem quite as quaint. Like in Snowdin, cameras are still watching, along with Flowey who continues to trail the
protagonist. This area also begins to show the player how desperate
the monsters residing in the Underground are to escape it. When the
player chooses to listen to echo flowers featured in this area, a conversation between two monsters explains how they long to return to
the surface, to be free, and to see the true starry night sky. This can
distress the player, as it is here that they also learn that if Asgore,
the ruler of the Underground, takes the protagonist’s soul, all of the
monsters in the Underground could be freed.
From here, an undeniably dystopian space can be experienced
by the player. The protagonist moves on to Hotland, featuring hot
lava and machinery used to power the Underground, as well as the
camera feed that has been watching them this whole time. Upon entering the Lab near the entrance to Hotland, the player can see the
giant screen that has been playing the camera feed. It is focused on
the protagonist’s face, insinuating that the cameras have truly been
watching them the entire time, following their every move. It has a
feeling of panopticism—the threat of being under surveillance at all
times—especially after learning that choices in the game can have
extreme consequences within the storyline (Foucault 195-228). It is
revealed that Alphys, the royal scientist, has been watching the protagonist the whole time, but claims to be on their side. She also helps
the protagonist stay alive in the face of Mettaton, the anti-human
robot she created and “accidentally” made into an “unstoppable killing machine” before they arrived. The conflict of whether or not to
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believe Alphys stays with the player throughout their journey in
Hotland.
Both Hotland and the closely related area of the Core have a certain dystopian look to them. Hotland is fiery while the Core is mechanical in nature, and it only adds to the feeling of danger as the
protagonist comes closer to the Barrier. During this time, Mettaton
continues trying to destroy the protagonist, while Alphys “helps” to
keep it from happening. However, it is obvious, as Mettaton later
points out, that these “savings” are set up, just a façade to get the
protagonist to trust and like Alphys. This serves to create more tension and discord in the player, not understanding whose side to be
on, wondering if Alphys has ulterior motives.
One last properly dystopian space found in Undertale is the
True Lab. This area can only be explored during the true pacifist
route of gameplay and shows exactly how far the royal scientists
were willing to go in order to escape the Underground. The True Lab
looks abandoned, dark, and almost evil in a way. Knowing that determination within souls could help break the Barrier, Alphys set out
to extract it and strengthen it by resurrecting fallen monsters, which
went horribly wrong. Alphys created amalgamates comprised of
multiple different monsters. It is also revealed here that Alphys created Flowey, fusing determination to a golden flower, giving it the
power to save and rewrite time. Flowey goes on to use this power to
entertain himself, killing monsters and resetting time over and over
until he exhausts all of his options. It is in the True Lab that Alphys
creates the true monster of Undertale.
Aside from creating dystopian space, Undertale also uses dystopian tropes within its narrative. The most striking dystopian trope
is the post-war society trope. This trope of rebuilding society after a
great war can be seen in dystopian texts such as Yevgeny Zamyatin’s
novel We––wherein a totalitarian government took over after the
“200 Years War.” The title sequence before the game begins explains
the history of this world, showing the war between humans and
monsters. The monsters lost the war, and the humans decided to
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seal the monsters beneath Mt. Ebbot, enclosed away from human
society. As a human, the player’s first instinct can be to side with
their own species, fearing the fall into the Underground that is
shown in the title sequence.
Another dystopian trope Undertale employs is experimentation,
done by Alphys in order to help the monsters escape the Underground. Both the film Alien and Aldous Huxley’s novel Brave New
World are dystopian texts that use this trope, in which they both aim
to advance the species at the expense of individuals. However, this
trope serves a different purpose in Undertale. The experimentation
goes horribly wrong in Undertale, resulting in monstrous amalgamates instead of Alphas. These monsters show the suffering their
whole society has been through trying to get back to the Surface.
Undertale also has the typical capital-M Machine that citizens
within dystopian societies so often worship. This trope is seen again
in Alien as well as E.M. Forster’s short story “The Machine Stops,”
along with other dystopian texts, but Undertale puts a twist on the
trope. The machine that practically owns and runs the Core is
Mettaton, is a robot with a soul. Mettaton acts as the sole television
star in the Underground, amassing fans and worshippers alike. This
fame grants him large amounts of power over the Underground, especially over his employees at MTT Resort. The strict control
Mettaton has over his employees can best be seen in the genocide
route of the game. During this route, every monster evacuates the
area ahead of the protagonist, but Mettaton’s employee Burgerpants
is the only one to remain. When the protagonist threatens Burgerpants, he simply responds with: “I can’t go to hell. I’m all out of vacation days.” Even when all other monsters have run away in fear of
the protagonist, Burgerpants stays, more afraid of Mettaton and the
repercussions of leaving his post.
The commentary on violence in Undertale can be observed in
every route of the game. Toriel and many of the monsters in the Ruins try to push the player out of the typical video game mode of killing all the monsters in sight, attempting to teach the player how to
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act and spare enemies in battle instead. While the stats seem inconspicuous—the typical abbreviations LV and EXP usually mean
“level” and “experience points”—the player finds out their more sinister meanings in the genocide route of the game. When facing the
character Sans in battle, he tells the player that these stats actually
mean “levels of violence” and “execution points.” This distortion of
typical game stats could be used as shock value for the player, unknowingly amassing great amounts of violent stats.
The criticism of violence in video games can best be seen in the
genocide route of Undertale. When the player kills every monster in
the Ruins, it triggers the genocide route. This route is noticeably different from the other two main routes: it elicits evacuated non-playable characters (NPCs), a kill counter, and threats from Sans upon
meeting him. Once all the monsters in an area are killed, the protagonist is met with many calls to fight and is told: “But nobody came.”
The monsters are afraid of the human in this route of the game. Even
Flowey, who admits to having destroyed and restored the Underground countless times just to entertain himself, begs for his life
when the protagonist encounters him at the end of the game. These
acts of violence do not go unnoticed in subsequent runs of the game
either. Flowey remembers everything the player chooses to do and
taunts them about it in later playthroughs. The game does not allow
the player to kill without consequences, even if the game is reset.
Undertale holds a special place among dystopian texts. Its medium allows the player a deeper experience of the world. In Undertale, the use of Mikhail Bakhtin’s chronotope—the connectedness of
time and space within a text—differs from most dystopian texts
(Vice 200-28). The chronotopic structure of the story gives a quick
review of the world’s history, before thrusting the player into the
story. The medium of video game lets time draw out as long as the
player lets it. The fleshing out of time is purposeful as well, as the
player finds out while exploring. The protagonist is the seventh human to fall down, and is the last soul needed for the monsters to be
able to escape through the Barrier. There is also a prophecy: “The
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Angel … The one who has seen the surface … They will return. And
the underground will go empty.” This story is spent in real time by
the player, waiting to see if and how the prophecy will be fulfilled.
This story is also distinct from other dystopian texts in that it
features two ambassadors—characters that bridge our world with
the text’s world—making it more complicated for the player to understand the world. Flowey and Toriel are the exact opposite of one
another, Flowey being a homicidal flower and Toriel being a loving
goat mom. The player must choose who to believe about the world
that they have entered. Either it is truly “kill or be killed” or there
are loving, gentle monsters who only want what’s best for you. This
choice between ambassadors allows the player to develop two drastically different views of the Underground at the beginning the
game, which can even affect the players gameplay choices.
Another unique quality about Undertale, which happens
through its medium as a video game, is that the story is only what
the player makes of it. Without exploring and taking time to evaluate
the environment in every single area, the player can miss key elements to the story of the game. The storyline, excluding the beginning scene and what is told to the player by main characters, is
almost completely optional. The player must be willing to check
things out, read tablets, and talk to NPCs to get a fuller story. In fact,
without playing each main route, the story will remain incomplete.
The player learns more about the storyline with each playthrough,
which takes time and effort on their part, especially when trying to
piece stories from different playthroughs together. It is a much bigger commitment than reading a book or watching a movie, taking
up countless hours.
Having so many choices and options for both gameplay and
story building, players of Undertale can have varying views of the
story and the characters within the game. Depending on who the
player sympathizes with, certain decisions and actions of characters
can be construed differently. If the player takes the side of Toriel in
the beginning, the action of Asgore killing and taking six human
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souls seems worse than if the player takes Flowey’s side before
learning this. As the player learns more about the history of the
monsters, the king’s actions may seem justified. Learning about the
True Lab in the pacifist route can also change the player’s mind,
finding out that the king and royal scientist were messing with the
lives of their own subjects. It can all depend on whether the player
cares to hear out motives for the actions of others or not. The storyline can develop split beliefs between players, depending on what
they learn and do not learn.
Undertale could hold a standout spot in the dystopian canon.
The game’s interpretation can be very subjective, depending on the
feelings and opinions of the player. The medium of video game
makes the player work harder to get the full story, and even then, it
can leave the player feeling conflicted about the story. These gameplay options allow the story to have commentary on the violence in
the world, while promoting pacifism. The dystopian tropes presented in the story play off the typical ones but have their own novel
Undertale slant to them. Even the bad space in the game can bring
forth different feelings within the player. Some are more subtly dystopian, while others are quite blatantly dystopian. Undertale has the
potential to complicate the dystopian canon, adding subjectivity to
the mix. ►►
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Will You Accept this Rose?
HANNAH FREEMAN
Emphasizing the show’s social norms, narrative tropes, verbal rhetorical, and construction of time and space, Hannah Freeman makes the
counterintuitive but shrewd argument that the reality show The
Bachelor should understood as a dystopian text—one especially disturbing because of its classification as nonfiction. This essay was written for a seminar on dystopian fiction and film with Dr. Ben
Wetherbee.

I

F TRUE LOVE IS A PERSON’S

goal, The Bachelor is the show to be
on. The Bachelor sets up a magical atmosphere for “true love.”
Far from the real-life dystopian situations seen in some reality
television, the show is crafted in such a careful way to convince its
contestants and audience that The Bachelor is a utopia. The producers manipulate footage to present the best possible experiences for
the contestants, schedule not-so-typical dates, and encourage outof-the-norm behavior. The contestants fall victim to canonical dystopian tropes, change their own rhetoric, adapt to a new construct
of space and time, and must be willing to stay under surveillance.
The Bachelor, and its counterpart The Bachelorette, is about one
person, of either sex, “dating” numerous people of the opposite sex.
The bachelor’s goal throughout the show is to fall in love and to get
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engaged by the end of the show. To do this, the bachelor will have to
go on one-on-one dates and group dates with the contestants to find
“the one.” This seems like a tall order, but the producers of the show
do their best to create a fantasy for the couples, a utopia. The word
“utopia” is a combination of “no place” and a “good place,” and this
is exactly what The Bachelor tries to emulate. The contestants live
in a beautiful mansion during the beginning of the show, where they
pay no rent, electric bills, etc. Once the numbers dwindle down, they
move onto more exotic areas. Living in perfect houses without the
stress of daily life creates a space where everything that is not related
to the bachelor fades away. What becomes the major concern is the
bachelor and the contestants’ relationships with him.
Do not be fooled: The Bachelor is not the utopia it is trying to
pass itself off as. Before a person can even be on the show, they must
provide intimate details of their life including mental, physical, and
sexual history, all along knowing this could be revealed on national
television. They have to subject themselves to physical and psychological testing per request of the producers. They also have to consent to being filmed at all times with open and hidden cameras
(“Eligibility”). This seems to be a giant violation of privacy, and yet
people are still willing to go through with this, because, on The Bachelor, they could be the one person to find love.
Once a contestant has made it onto the show, there are new
norms to adapt to. In the real world, interrupting someone when
they are speaking is rude but not considered a huge deal. On The
Bachelor, interrupting another contestant when that contestant has
already had the chance to speak with the bachelor is considered taboo. It could also be grounds for social isolation.
The fantasy suite is another norm. The fantasy suite is reserved
for the final three contestants. The contestants are not told explicitly
to have sex that night, but the audience perceives that that is what
happens. Sexual intimacy is a very private thing for couples and is
usually, in the real world, not something that is acknowledged in
public.
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Another new norm is the high status that comes with having a
rose, given by the bachelor. Contestants can receive roses on their
one-on-one dates or group dates. Receiving a rose on a date means
that the bachelor thinks the relationship is worth pursuing. The rose
symbolizes a commitment to the relationship, a sense of security of
their status for the week, and superiority over those without a rose.
The rose itself is almost a relic, sacred. It is taboo to touch a rose that
has not been assigned to someone yet. Despite the fact that all of the
contestants are competing for the same person, there is still a bond
formed between them. If people disrupt the flow, disrespect other
contestants, or don’t follow these new social norms, they are no
longer welcomed in the group.
The Bachelor also imposes an odd dichotomy dating rituals. The
first kind are the magical fairytale dates. These are usually, but not
always, one-on-one dates. This type of date could include prepaid
shopping sprees, helicopter rides, private concerts, or even using a
private jet. This allows the contestant to fall into this fairytale
dream, that they are on a perfect date with the perfect person. These
dates contain the recipe for love. The other type of dates are ones
that induce negative feelings, like fear or humiliation. These dates
are specifically designed to scare the contestants or put them in undesirable situations. Some of these dates include activities like
bungee jumping, demolition derbies, physical contests, and public
performances. The high stakes of the dates allow the couple to bond
over their traumatic experiences, solidifying their relationship with
each other.
Dystopian texts also contain common tropes solidifying their
place in the canon of dystopias. The Bachelor is not lacking in
tropes. In classic utopian and dystopian texts such as Thomas
More’s Utopia and Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, there is an
ambassador. An ambassador in this sense is a link between the two
diverging worlds. In the show, Chris Harrison, the host, is the ambassador. As the host of the show, he has access to both worlds and
bridges them together for the contestants and audience.
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Another classic trope is having a common enemy. The film Blade
Runner presents an enemy, the replicants, and despite the fact that
the audience may be more sympathetic to them versus the humans
at the end of the film, the film starts with the antagonizing of replicants. Similarly, The Bachelor always vilifies some contestant, pitting women against women. The villain or enemy may be a fan
favorite or may be the most hated, but there will always be one each
season.
On the other hand, there is a “love conquers all” trope. This
trope is present in the films Logan’s Run and Blade Runner. The
show presents this trope in a slightly different way. Instead of the
horror that often comes along with dystopias, there are suggestively
dramatic and trying conversations to solidify their relationship.
There are also new experiences that the couples go through together,
bonding them, which is also present in Logan’s Run. In Logan’s
Run, Logan and Jessica escape into an unknown world and experience new things together. The bachelor travels to exotic cities and
the dates usually incorporate exploring their new world.
Another dystopian trope seen in The Bachelor is the restriction
of creativity, which is also seen in Yevgeny Zamyatin’s We and E.M.
Foster’s “The Machine Stops.” On the first night of the show, the
contestants when meeting the bachelor for the first time, try to
outdo each other in their introductions. However, they do not have
free reign. Some of their introductions require props that they have
to speak to the producers about. This stifles the contestants' creativity with rules and regulations.
One last trope is sexual restriction. THX 1138, another canonical
dystopian film, highlights this trope. As previously mentioned, the
only opportunity for the couple to be intimate is in the fantasy suite.
The fantasy suite is reserved for the final three contestants. Any sexual activity, aside from kissing and some groping, outside of the fantasy suite with the bachelor is not prohibited.
The use of verbal rhetoric in The Bachelor is also particularly
disturbing. All of the contestants will refer to the bachelor as their
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“boyfriend” and say that they are “dating.” This seems like a direct
violation of what those terms mean. Usually, a person’s boyfriend
would not be seeing twenty other people. Despite the sisterly bond
the women all claim to have formed, they still understandably proclaim their jealousy when someone else gets a one-on-one date, receives extra attention, or kisses the bachelor. However, the
contestants know what they are getting into when they go on the
show. The mindset the contestants have during the show must be
traumatic––to see the man that they are “dating” in many ways
cheating on them. This what The Bachelor is all about, narrowing it
down to “the one,” regardless of what this process does to the contestants during and after the show. The contestants also refer to
themselves as numbers, specifically when it gets down to the final
four. For the final four contestants the dates start getting more personal, starting with home visits. The goal for the contestants is to be
“the one” but getting to the final four is considered prestigious.
The chronotopic structure of The Bachelor is also relevant. A
chronotope, as described by Mikhail Bakhtin, is the relationship of
time and space within the text, along with the culture of time and
space of the real world (Vice 200-28). How space and time is constructed in The Bachelor reveals how far from a utopia it truly is.
The space that is constructed is supposed to be one of dreams. The
contestants spend a lot of time isolated in the Bachelor Mansion.
During the cocktail parties which happen before the rose ceremonies, the audience is shown a small glimpse of what actually happens. The cocktail parties and rose ceremonies start in the evening
and can last until sunlight. For the audience though, this part of the
show only takes up a tiny part of the episode. There is an exception
to this when the chronotope of drama of is seen. The presence of
drama drags out time, whether it's between the contestants or the
contestants and the bachelor. This also allows the producers to erase
the boring material they have–presenting a thrilling time on The
Bachelor.

54

FREEMAN | WILL YOU ACCEPT THIS ROSE

Time itself is a valuable commodity in this space. As mentioned,
when regarding norms, interrupting more than once is taboo. When
a contestant does this, they are stealing time away from somebody
else. The stealing of time could happen during a date or a cocktail
party where it is crucial for the contestants to get their time so that
they can receive a rose. There is also screen time to consider. Screen
time is given to contestants who are seen as villains, create drama,
or act eccentrically. Screen time can also clue in the audience to who
the bachelor likes, the contestants most likely to go home are the
ones with little screen time. However, there is an exception; the
more one stands out, the more likely they are to go home.
Another layer of the dystopian reality of The Bachelor is the 24hour surveillance. Canonical dystopias often involve the use of panopticism, the surveillance of everyday life. Michel Foucault’s characterizes panopticism as the idea that a person can be seen at all
times, so they should always be acting appropriately. This causes
people to police themselves (Foucault 195-228). On The Bachelor,
there are cameras everywhere, and the contestants willingly subject
themselves to being watched. They do this to find true love with the
bachelor. However, they have to be policing their words and behaviors. In a space that makes a person censor herself, how is it possible
to find “true love” where one’s real self is not presented?
The Bachelor represents a scary reality: Dystopias are real, and
people are witnessing and participating in one. The Bachelor is similar to the utopian presentation of society of The Hunger Games,
which suggests that it is okay to disrupt people’s lives, put them in
extreme situations, and mess with their norms, all to find love. It
tries to sell a fantasy of what falling in love and being in love should
look like. Love is the be-all, end-all of life. It promotes surveillance
and censorship so the audience can have the full story–who does not
love that? The Bachelor manipulates real people to present a utopia
in a truly dystopian setting. ►►
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The Syntax and Phonetics of
Hiberno-English Dialects
SUMMER LAURICK
Supplying a diverse list of phonetic and syntactical examples, Summer Laurick’s researched study explains how linguistic characteristics
of Gaelic continue to influence different Irish English (or HibernoEnglish) dialects. This essay was written for Linguistic History of the
English Language with Dr. Annick Bellemain.

D

ESPITE GAELIC’S LONG HISTORY as Ireland’s native language,

English usage has increased drastically within the past 200
years, effectively usurping Gaelic. English originally arrived in Ireland along with English settlers in the twelfth century,
and although Gaelic language and culture experienced a resurgence
around 1600, English never died out and returned full-force later in
the seventeenth century. To this day, Irish English, or Hiberno-English, retains syntactic and phonetic characteristics of the original
Gaelic.
There are five major dialects of Hiberno-English: Local Dublin
English, Non-Local Dublin English, West and South-West Irish
English, Supraregional Southern Irish English, and Ulster English
(Jordan). In order to study syntactic and phonetic qualities of Hiberno-English, the major dialects must first be distinguished from
each other.
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Local Dublin English is considered to be the more traditional of
the dialects and is generally spoken by Dublin’s working or lower
class. Although in the past it was non-rhotic—that is, /r/ was not
pronounced unless followed by a vowel—it has made a transition to
being somewhat rhotic in a way that is similar to the New York accent in America (Jordan; Hickey, “Dublin English”). It also features
a reduction of /t/ to a fricative, which is perhaps its most obvious
phonetic feature. Finally, Local Dublin English has many disyllabic
vowels, breaking short vowels into two, such as in “mean” [mi:ən]
and “moon” [mu:ən] (Hickey, “Dublin English”). The glottal stop for
/t/ (turning words like water into wa’er) is also present in this dialect. This characteristic is commonly mocked, especially in media;
as a result, many native speakers will attempt to overcorrect the /t/,
producing pronunciations that emphasize the sound (wa’er into
waTER) (Hickey, “Variation”).
Non-Local Dublin English, also known as New Dublin English,
is associated with the middle class and began with the avant-garde
youth movement of the 90s; it combines all new varieties of Dublin
English and was used as a way to distance oneself from Irish and
Gaelic tradition (Jordan). Vowel sounds in this dialect tend to be
short.
West and South-West Irish English is a strong, melodic accent
with some vowel differences; for example, /ou/ has a rounder, more
open sound, turning words such as “about” into “aboat.” Words with
diphthongs such as “throat” and “chase” are also shortened, making
them sound as if they possess only one vowel sound, changing the
words into “thrut” and “chess” (Jordan). This dialect is also referred
to as Cork English, Kerry English, or Limerick English.
Except for in the north, Supraregional Southern Irish English is
spoken in every part of Ireland. It is a newer dialect which tends to
be neutral in sound, with vowel pronunciation closer to that of the
British (Jordan).
Finally, Ulster English, or Northern Irish English, is an interesting dialect that sounds very similar to the Scottish accent; the /oo/
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sound is pronounced with a Scottish tilt in the front of the mouth,
turning “loose” into “luse” (Jordan). This dialect tends to have a rising intonation at the ends of sentences, much the way a question
would be intonated in standard English.
Hiberno-English’s borrowed syntax from Irish Gaelic is noticeably different from typical standard English syntax. One prominent
trait is reduplication, the practice of repeating a word or phrase exactly or with slight tonal change immediately after itself. Like most
Hiberno-English syntactic quirks, this is usually done to illustrate
intensity or clarification; for example, adding “to be sure to be sure”
after a statement, such as “I brought my wallet to be sure to be sure,”
is usually understood to be the equivalent of the standard English
“just in case” (Urbanczyk). If one wished to use reduplication for
clarification, they would ask something similar to, “Does he like like
me?” putting emphasis on the first reduplicated word; this particular usage is common in standard English as well.
Another significant borrowed quality from the Gaelic language
is Hiberno-English’s lack of the words “yes” and “no.” Like reduplication, this is solved by repetition. Rather than answer questions
with simple “yes” and “no” words, Hiberno-English speakers usually
respond with a form of the verb in the question; for example, when
asked, “Is it raining outside?” a Hiberno-English speaker would reply, “It is,” “Tis,” or “It’s raining.” The verb may also be negated for
a negative answer, thus making the reply, “It is not,” “Tis not,” or
“It’s not raining.” This pattern is also used especially in the Ulster
English dialect for neutral intensification in sentences, such as
“That’s good food, so it is,” and “We need to go, we do” (“HibernoEnglish”).
When indicating if an event took place recently, in HibernoEnglish the word “after” is added to the present continuous; this is
known as recent past construction. For example, to say someone has
recently eaten, one would say, “He is after his supper.” If one wanted
to communicate that someone had arrived after traveling, they
might say, “She’s after walking here.” In traditional English syntax,
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the first sentence implies that he wants to eat his supper, but in Hiberno-English the word’s interpretation is direct (Hickey, “Syntactic
Ambiguity”).
In addition to “after,” Hiberno-English uses the words “will,”
“so,” and “now” commonly, usually for purposes of emphasis or as
neutral filler words. In British English it is commonplace to say
“shall,” as in, “Shall I pick one out for you?” In Hiberno-English the
word “will” takes the place of “shall,” but the meaning is the same in
the sentence, “Will I pick one out for you?” The word “now” is normally placed at the end of sentences and may find its way into any
type of situation; it is used for “completing an utterance without
contributing any apparent meaning” (“Hiberno-English [Irish English]”). Sayings such as “Take care now,” “There you go now,” and
“Hold on now” regularly tack the word on without any linguistic significance other than perhaps to extend a friendlier tone. The Hiberno-English usage of “so” is much the same, although it often is
used to indicate agreement in the same way “then” would be used in
standard English. For example, rather than saying “Let’s go then,”
“That’s fine then,” or “Bye then,” it becomes “Let’s go so,” “That’s
fine so,” or “Bye so.” This syntactic habit also makes use of reduplicating with is/are/have/etc.
Although English has permeated Irish culture and become its
most commonly spoken and learned language, remnants of Gaelic
syntax and phonetics have remained ingrained in the various dialects. Although the grammar is often confusing, as it varies so widely
from what we are used to in standard English, as well as overlapping
in the different accents, the unique quirks of the Hiberno-English
dialect are part of what makes the Irish culture and people so colorful and interesting. ►►
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Sociological Frameworks Applied to
the Port Royal Experiment and the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study
EMMA WILSON
Drawing from medical sociology and theories of social institutions,
Emma Wilson offers a sociological commentary on two famous historical studies fraught with underlying racism. Ultimately, Wilson argues, a combined historical and sociological orientation can protect
against the repetition of racial bias in the future. This essay was written for Reconstruction of the American South with Dr. Tonnia
Anderson.

T

INTRODUCTION
HROUGHOUT THIS PAPER,

I will be comparing certain studies
from history to sociological concepts in order to emphasize
the relevance of social theory through history, both retrospectively and with consideration for the future. I will be analyzing
the Port Royal Experiment and the Tuskegee Syphilis Study in comparison to the sociological concepts that specifically apply to them.
The Port Royal Experiment will be examined with the application of
the concepts behind social institutions, while the Tuskegee Syphilis
Study will be examined with the application of medical sociology.
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The limitations of the application of theory have been heavily discussed, but the value of conceptualization primarily lies within the
required theoretical mindset, which enhances understanding of social progressions (Cockerham and Scambler 3).
BACKGROUND ON THE STUDIES DISCUSSED
Tuskegee Syphilis Study
THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY WAS started in 1932 by the Tuskegee
Institute in partnership with the Public Health Service in order to
examine the effects of syphilis in black men over time (“Tuskegee”).
The original intent of the study was to encourage the concept of nonracially-discriminative healthcare. The study consisted of 600 black
men, 399 of whom had syphilis and 201 who did not. The 399 men
with syphilis were told only that they had “bad blood” and were
never at any point during the study told that they had syphilis. The
term “bad blood” was used as a blanket expression for several diseases such as anemia, syphilis, and fatigue. The study was set to last
for only six months but instead went on for 40 years in order to record the long-term effects of the disease. The men involved in the
study were given free medical exams, free meals, and burial insurance, but they never received any treatment to cure their illness. Between the time the study began and when it ended, medicine
advanced in ways that could have potentially helped or even cured
the subjects of syphilis, but at no point in the experiment were they
offered any sort of treatment, even though they were told they were
being treated. In 1947, penicillin was commonly accepted as the best
way to treat syphilis and would have been extremely helpful for the
subjects, had the conductors of the study given it to them, or had
they even informed them that they had the disease. In 1926, six years
before the study began, syphilis was a major health problem, and
roughly 35 percent of the reproductive age population had it. This
fact is largely why the study began in the first place, in order to gain
more information on the effects of such a prevalent disease, which
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would lead to the benefit of other individuals with syphilis. However, in 1947, the percentage of people with syphilis began lowering
because of the use of penicillin as treatment. The study of the effect
of syphilis in individuals became less important because of the new
treatment. These medical advancements that could have helped the
subjects in the Tuskegee study were not provided to them, nor were
they even aware that they had the disease to begin with. What
started as an experiment that was meant to inform people about the
effects of a popular disease led to the subjects themselves not being
informed of the effects of their own illness.
Port Royal Experiment
The Port Royal Experiment was set into action after an attack from
Union soldiers forced Confederate soldiers out of their forts in 1861.
The Confederate soldiers pressed the white residents in the area to
evacuate the area as well, meaning most of their slaves would be left
behind. The estimated total number of slaves left behind was 8,000,
most of whom took the absence of their previous masters to mean
that they could take what they had left and claim their own freedom
as well (Ochiai 98). While they were not officially free, they were not
to be returned to their masters, either (especially since their masters
were the ones that left them in the first place). So, the official label
that the former slaves were given was contraband of war, even
though most people involved with the experiment considered them
to be free throughout the experiment. Lacking both captivation and
overseers, the “freed” slaves were given an opportunity to display
their potential without the looming fear of punishment and with
their newfound sense of freedom. The Treasury Department and
many local Northern abolitionists were intrigued to see what could
come out of leaving the now-freed slaves to their own devices on
what used to be the land that they toiled over during their enslavement, now left for their own benefit. The Port Royal Experiment is
what they came up with in terms of conditions and supervision. In
1862, Edward Pierce was sent out to observe the freed slaves, who
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were now subjects in an experiment that would set a precedent for
future endeavors surrounding the emancipation of slaves throughout the nation. Pierce motioned for educators to also be sent to teach
and supervise the newly “freed” slaves in the community. Beginning
in March of 1862, 53 teachers, doctors, and preachers began living
and working in the area of Port Royal in order to edify the freedmen
and their new community, while also helping with the commercial
aspects of their work; these individuals came to be known as Gideonites. The shared purpose of participating in the experiment for the
Gideonites was to help the “freed” slaves successfully display characteristics of a society with a thriving economy and intelligent community. To the Gideonites, the success of the experiment could
potentially lead to the emancipation of all slaves nationally. So, the
end goal was to help the subjects thrive in order to convince the nation of the ability of all slaves, which then would lead to their emancipation (Ochiai 94).
HISTORICAL ANALYSIS
THE TUSKEGEE SYPHILIS STUDY WAS created predominantly to help
convince people of the importance of medical treatment for Black
people, but by the end of the study the opposite had been accomplished (“Tuskegee”). The fact that the study was only expected to
last six months, then ended up persisting for 40 years, safely suggests that the motive of the experiment may have shifted. Not only
were the participants denied treatment, but they were told that they
were receiving treatment which prevented them from seeking out
other medical attention. So instead of spreading awareness of the
importance of non-racially-discriminative medical care, the conductors of the study only helped to preserve the racially prejudicial ideals within the medical world. The experiment ended up doing the
opposite of what it had originally intended to accomplish. The racial
taxonomies that were prevalent within the antebellum period were
also present in these experiments. The conductors of the Syphilis
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Study were aware of these taxonomies and began the study because
of them. However, there was a change in motive as the study progressed, and the experiment only perpetuated the taxonomies as opposed to acknowledging them and combating them.
The Port Royal Experiment can in part be considered a valiant
effort made towards the abolition of slavery. However, there were a
few fatal flaws from the beginning of the experiment, the first one
being that there was no clear answer about whether or not the slaves
were free. At no point within the experiment was the enslavement
status of the individuals in the study made clear (Parten). Another
defect in the experiment surrounds whether or not the former slaves
were actually being given the land or if they were just using it until
further notice. The status of the land was equally confusing for people in the experiment and for the people that attempted to buy the
land after the experiment ended. If the people conducting the experiment knew the answer to both these questions, the fact that the people being studied did not made it more confusing and difficult to
adapt to their status once the study ended. Overall, the study abused
the rights of the people involved by keeping them in the dark on issues that directly affected their wellbeing.
There are certain implications within both the Port Royal Experiment and The Tuskegee Syphilis Study, implications that black people are less than human. Because information was withheld from the
participating individuals in both experiments, unethical decisions
were made without the consultation of the people of color involved.
The lack of choices that the participants received during the experiments indicates the paternalistic nature of both studies.
MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY
A FIELD OF RESEARCH THAT IS helpful in preventing the continuation
of racial taxonomies is medical sociology. Medical sociology is the
correlation between the factors that make up an individual's status
within a society in relation to their medical record/care. Essentially,
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it is the relationship between social roles and health. Through medical sociology, statistical data surrounding the social status of individuals can be compiled with the intentions of comparing that status
to the average medical treatment of similar individuals (Hoppe).
This data is primarily used to find relationships between different
demographics of people in order to identify potential disparities surrounding their medical care. However, the data can also be used to
analyze possible biases present in the institution of healthcare, a
healthcare institute, or even just a healthcare representative. The
detection of biases in any of these entities is challenging because
they are likely to be systemic or implicit. To retrospectively identify
the implicit or systemic biases present in the Tuskegee Syphilis
Study may require more data surrounding the ethics of the experiment than was recorded. Conductors of newer experiments are obligated by the research ethics board to take tests that measure their
biases (FitzGerald). While it is clear that bias was a large factor in
the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, without the proper data needed to
measure the biases, it is difficult to pinpoint, through medical sociology alone, what caused the change in intentions as the study progressed.
The application of medical sociology to the Tuskegee Syphilis
Study is also important when considering the racial specification of
the study. Originally, the racial requirements for the study were
there to benefit the specified race, but as time passed, the withholding of information from the participants became more calculated.
When the cure for syphilis was invented within the time of the study,
and the conductors of the study still proceeded to withhold the diagnosis from the participants, then the real motive behind the study
was revealed. Confirming the study’s warped intentions makes the
acknowledgment of the study’s internal racial prejudices all the
more important.
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SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS
IN THE SAME WAY THAT THE Tuskegee Syphilis Study can be viewed
through the lens of medical sociology, so can the Port Royal Experiment be viewed through the lens of social institutions. A social institution is a structure that is enforced for the sole purpose of social
order; social institutions are used to govern a community’s behavior. When slavery began in America, people had to be convinced of
how beneficial it was, not only for just the people profiting from
their labor, but also for the slaves themselves. As people grew to accept slavery, they began to view it as a necessary evil. Once people
started to view slavery this way, there was more demand for slaves,
and soon the entire population became dependent on slavery. This
caused slavery to become embedded into the social systems, which
consequently made it an institution. The institutionalization of slavery made its abolition all the more difficult (Braybrooke). When considering the implications of the Port Royal Experiment it is
important to recognize that slavery, at the time, was an institution.
So, when suddenly, the status of 8,000 slaves changed from “slave”
to (potentially) “free,” it was a pretty big deal. The demolition of a
social institution requires more effort than what is likely achievable
with one indefinite experiment, primarily because the Port Royal
Experiment did not seem to have any sort of end goal or even a basis
for starting the experiment in the first place. So, the motive for the
experiment was likely not to abolish slavery as an institution, but
more to examine how slaves would function as a unit after having
just been freed. No matter what the intended consequences of the
experiment were, the unexpected consequences led to the reconsideration of slavery as a social institution. The unexpected consequences of the Port Royal Experiment are of much importance when
considering the study’s effect on social institutions (Merton). Within
the Port Royal Experiment, the institution of slavery left a void that
needed to be filled in order for the community to survive. Slavery
was quickly replaced by reinforcing the already existing institution

68

WILSON | SOCIOLOGICAL FRAMEWORKS

of the economy. With the influx of seemingly free people, the economy had more buyers and sellers after the Port Royal Experiment
was in full swing, which led to a greater need for a strong local economy.
COMPARING THE CONCEPTS
MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY DOES NOT HAVE very much relevance to the Port
Royal Experiment. The Port Royal Experiment has more to do with
the reestablishment of social institution, more specifically the demolition of slavery as an institution and the repercussions of these
acts. So, medical sociology has very little to do with the strengthening of a non-medical social institution. However, the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study does have some application to social institutions.
Health care is a social institution, so to prevent a race of people from
receiving proper health care is to rob them of the basic rights that
every individual within a society is owed. By this standard, the
Tuskegee Syphilis Study can be viewed through both the lens of
medical sociology and of social institutions. While it would be an exaggeration to claim that the Tuskegee Syphilis Study had a large impact on the social institution of health care, the study did spark a
dialogue about ethics, which in turn led to a reformation of regulations surrounding medical/social studies, forever changing the way
medical studies operate.
CONCLUSION
THE RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION OF sociological concepts to studies
throughout history is beneficial in gaining insight into the social
structures existing both today and during the time of the study. The
most appropriate sociological lens with which the Tuskegee Syphilis
Study should be viewed is that of medical sociology. The linking of
an individual’s status to the medical treatment they receive directly
relates to the lack of treatment given to the African American men
that participated in the Syphilis Study. However, the point can also
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be made that this study could be examined with the consideration of
social institutions, which is the primary theory applied to the Port
Royal Experiment. The role of social institutions within the Port
Royal Experiment is especially important when considering how
slavery affected those institutions. The social ramifications of both
the Tuskegee Syphilis Study and the Port Royal Experiment are important when considering the human rights aspects of future experiment or studies. Overall, the application of social theory to
historical events is beneficial in order to prevent the potential repetition of negative historical events, especially if they are directly related to social status. ►►
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Review of the Effects of Depression
on the Human Immune System
ZACHARY WALDROUP
In this scholarly review essay, Zachary Waldroup synthesizes diverse
scientific findings on the connections between depression and physiological wellbeing of the immune system. This essay was written for
Scientific Writing with Dr. Rachel Jones.

ABSTRACT
Depression has an effect on a person’s overall health, specifically on the immune system. A person’s level of depression
can cause an increase in pro-inflammatory cytokines and
significantly lower levels of anti-inflammatory cytokines.
The low levels of anti-inflammatory cytokines allow for
those who are depressed to become ill quicker due to low
immune system response. Depression also leads to high levels of cortisol in adults, teens, and, in some cases, children.
Cortisol is a stress/depression hormone that suppresses the
immune system, allowing inflammation and illness. Vitamin D also plays a major role in the immune system, as well
as with those who battle depression. It has been shown that
those who have depression or are suicidal have low levels of
Vitamin D. The purpose of this paper is to tie together all
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these factors and discuss how they affect the immune system together.
Keywords: immune system, depression, cytokines, vitamin D, cortisol, inflammation, stress, interleukin

D

INTRODUCTION
EPRESSION HAS MANY DIFFERENT effects on the human body,

but not all these effects are only mental or emotional, as
many may think. Depression is a mental health disorder,
causing extreme disinterest in daily activities, which leads to impairment of daily living. Recent studies have shown that depression is
not just a mental health problem, but that it can stem from changes
in brain activity, to altered neural circuit activity in the brain. Depression has a number of effects on the human body and has been
known to have effects on the immune system. Depression has been
found to change elements of the immune system, such as increasing
pro-inflammatory cytokines and decreasing anti-inflammatory cytokines. It is also important to identify which age groups are most
affected.
CYTOKINES
CYTOKINES ARE PROTEINS, PRODUCED by many cells in the human
body, and are primarily signaling proteins. They play a major role
primarily in the immune system, signaling the body when infection,
inflammation, or any pain is detected (Smith, 1997). Cytokine proteins cause these effects when they are released by cells; thus, the
nearby cells’ behavior will change. In other words, cytokines are
what notify the body of invading bacteria or injury. While cytokines
are signaling proteins, they are also receptors for the immune system. Cytokines promote and suppress the inflammatory response in
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the human body and are also responsible for the numerous variations of T helper cells that fight inflammation (“Cytokines and Inflammation,” n.d.).
Pro-inflammatory cytokines are responsible for disease such as
chronic inflammation, Crohn’s disease, and varying other inflammation-related illnesses, such as tumor necrosis factor-alpha
(TNF-α). although pro-inflammatory cytokines can cause excessive
inflammation response, they are extremely necessary in the human
body because without pro-inflammatory cytokines, the human race
would have succumbed to illness a long time ago (Smith, 1997). Proinflammatory cytokines are held in check by anti-inflammatory cytokines, which signal the body when it’s time to stop producing proinflammatory cytokines to fight infection after illness has ceased
(Smith, 1997; “Cytokines and Inflammation,” n.d.). Anti-inflammatory cytokines can also be produced at an excessive rate and lead to
immunosuppression, which instead of causing excessive inflammation and leading to pain, leads to infection due to the pro-inflammatory cytokines not responding or being produced due to
suppression. The suppression of the pro-inflammatory cytokines
leads to lower counts of neutrophils and lymphocytes being produced by immune system receptor proteins (Marcuzzi, Piscianz, Valencic, Monasta, Brumatti, & Tommasini., 2015). Cytokines have
also been found to be a part of the central nervous system and generally influence all areas of the body, along with contributing to the
blood-brain barrier. Cytokines can enter the brain via volume diffusion and produce pro-inflammatory versions of themselves that attach to the IL-1 receptors of the brain (Hashmi, Aftab, Mazhar,
Umair, & Butt, 2013; Guo & Jiang, 2017).
DEPRESSION AND INFLAMMATION
INFLAMMATION IS CAUSED BY WHITE blood cells’ response to infection
and increases blood flow into the afflicted area. This process is altered by behavioral sickness, which is similar to depression in many
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ways, such as loss of interest in activities, troubles sleeping, and loss
of appetite (Hashmi et al., 2013). While behavioral sickness and depression overlap, behavioral sickness will not lead to higher levels of
infection, since it is theorized that the human body divides energy
to fight infection, and that the remaining energy is directed towards
keeping the psychological aspect of the person intact, in a sense
(Hashmi et al., 2013; Guo & Jiang, 2017).
Depression and inflammation have been linked together
through the tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF2) allele, along with
the single nucleotide polymorphism (SNP) allele, which are two critical genes for T cell functions that were associated with depression
(Hashmi et al., 2013). Depression affects cytokines, making them either overproductive or underproductive. If pro-inflammatory cytokines are produced at an excessively high rate, then TNF2 and SNP
proteins will also be produced at an overly high rate by the T cells,
which has led researchers to believe that those with high pro-inflammatory cytokines will have depression (Crews, 2012). The increase
in these alleles/proteins has been shown to increase the likelihood
of depression in someone; however, it has been observed that those
who display the -511T allele from the IL-1beta gene had less severe
depressive symptoms (Hashmi et al., 2013).
Anti-depressants have anti-inflammatory properties. Anti-depressant drugs that contain Clomipramine and Imipramine have
been shown to reduce the production of nitric oxide (NO), and TNFα in microglia and astrocytes (Hashmi et al., 2013). This also significantly weakened the expression of pro-inflammatory cytokines by
decreasing their production at mRNA levels, which in turn helps decrease depression in individuals (Hashmi et al., 2013; Duda et al.,
2017). The drugs fluoxetine, paroxetine and sertraline were used in
human trials where the patients suffered from major depression,
with high cytokine levels before treatment. After treatment, interleukin 1 beta (IL-1ß), a gene/protein that produces fever, was lowered, leading to the conclusion that anti-depressants do lower anti-
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inflammatory cytokines (Hashmi et al., 2013). Reduction of inflammation through the usage of antagonists of the TNF-α protein such
as etanercept or inflixmab without the usage of anti-depressants has
shown patients to have decreased signs of depression (Hashmi et al.,
2013).
CORTISOL
CORTISOL, A COMMON PROTEIN IN the human body, is produced in
the adrenal gland. Cortisol is released into the bloodstream in response to low blood sugar and stress. Cortisol is also capable of suppressing the immune system by preventing the release of substances
into the body that cause response to inflammation (Suarez & Sundy,
2017). Cortisol is also a stress-response hormone, which also corresponds with depression. When the mind becomes depressed, which
is a form of stressor to the mind, the body produces cortisol which
suppress the immune system when in high enough levels (Suarez &
Sundy, 2017).
When the cortisol protein begins suppressing the immune system, it inhibits the production of interleukin 12 (IL-12), interferon
gamma (IFN-γ), and interferon type I (IFNs) (Suarez & Sundy, 2017;
Slavich & Irwin, 2014). At the same time, it upregulates the production of interleukin 4 (IL-4), interleukin 10 (IL-10) and interleukin 13
(IL-13). Interleukins 10 and 13 are both anti-inflammatory cytokines/proteins, and when the body has increased amounts of stress
or depression, the cortisol levels will increase the production of
these two proteins; with too many of these proteins in circulation,
the body will be incapable of fighting infections (Slavich & Irwin,
2014). Cortisol also inhibits the production of T-helper cells, which,
if a person is suffering from high levels of stress/depression, will
lead to inflammations and ultimately illness due to the lack of the
cells present, along with increased IL 10, and IL 13 levels (Suarez &
Sundy, 2017; Slavich & Irwin, 2014).
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Figure 1. Levels of cortisol that will lead to either pro-inflammatory or hyper
cortisolemia. The human body must have a moderate level of cortisol present
to function properly, for it regulates blood sugar, and helps in the metabolism of fats, protein, and carbohydrates. From Suarez & Sundy, 2014, p. 853.

VITAMIN D
VITAMIN D IS AN IMPORTANT compound that is necessary in the human diet. Sources of Vitamin D consist of sun light, fish, fruit and
pork. Vitamin D is important to many aspects of the body, from the
immune system and autoimmune system to bone health and even
cancer prevention. When the immune system is lacking in vitamin
D, the body is susceptible to risk of viral infection. Vitamin D is also
shown to have an effect on depression levels through cytokine interleukin 6 (IL-6) and interleukin 1B (IL-1ß) (Grudeta, Malmb,
Westrina, & Brundind, 2014).
The lack of vitamin D with those who show signs of depression,
or any major stressor disorder, is linked to inflammatory markers
IL-6 and IL-1ß (Grudeta et al., 2014). The presence of these cytokines leads to higher levels of inflammation in those with depression
and who are vitamin D deficient. Those who have a higher amounts
of vitamin D in their plasma are less susceptible to depression or
inflammation from depression-related causes, and from excessive
cytokine production, especially if it is serum 25OH-D (Jääskeläinen
et al., 2015). The presence of serum 25OH-D, which is a vitamin D
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supplement variant, shows increasingly low risks of depression, and
inflammation (Jääskeläinen et al., 2015). The higher the level of vitamin D, the less likely depression-like symptoms are to spawn from
pro-inflammatory cytokines IL-6, IL-1ß, and TNF-α (Jääskeläinen
et al., 2015; Grudeta et al., 2014; Hashmi et al., 2013; Guo & Jiang,
2017).
GENETICS
GENES PLAY A MAJOR ROLE IN the how people can combat depression.
Cytokines occur on a genetic level and are produced in a majority of
cells in the human body (Crews, 2012; Hashmi et al., 2013). Cytokines are proteins and necessary for the human body to function effectively, yet they can be set off by any sort of imbalance, such as
introduction of alcohol to the body (Crews, 2012). Monocytes are
responsible for the production of cytokines, and monocytes are sensitive to alcohol, for it causes TNF-α to enter a hyperglutamagic
state, causing a cortical focusing problem (Crews, 2012; Hashmi et
al. 2013). It causes the receptors of glutamate to slack and inhibits
glutamate transportation into and out of the cells (Crews, 2012).
This also causes an increased production of inflammatory cytokines,
including TNF-α, IL-4, IL-10 and IL-13 (Crews, 2012).
Because all humans produce cytokines, all humans are vulnerable to harm through the introduction of substances that increase inflammatory cytokine production (Crews, 2012; Hashmi et al., 2013;
Guo & Jiang, 2017). An increase in inflammatory cytokines is harmful to the immune system, which causes it not to properly function
(Hashmi et al., 2013). Substance abuse causes the genes of a person
to struggle with proper function, and, if done on a daily basis, will
cause overall damage to how the person’s body functions at a cellular level (Crews, 2012).
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ADOLESCENT DEPRESSION
DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN BODY at the early stages of life is important. If the body is not properly developed at the right time at the
right stages, complications can occur later in life. Depression in children can greatly affect their immune system later in life, causing
them to be more susceptible to potential infections and inflammation (Mills, Scott, Wray, Cohen-Woods, & Baune, 2013). Cytokines
present in children or adolescents are present during the critical
times of development, such as puberty, during which the body undergoes hormonal changes that cause major production of cells, including cytokines, as a result of the chemical imbalances of puberty
(Mills et al., 2013)
Signs of inflammation from inflammatory cytokines can be
found in those going through hormonal changes such as puberty
(Mills et al., 2013). However, the production of cytokines can also
come from trauma suffered as a child; whether it is physical or mental is unclear (Mills et al., 2013). Genetic background also plays a
part in whether a child will have problems with cytokine production,
causing immune system problems. If the parents of the child have
the genetic traits of depression, this does not preclude the child from
inheriting an allele that will cause over-productive cytokines (Mills
et al., 2013).

Figure 2. Depiction of how depression can stem from childhood to adolescence
to adulthood through three main factors. From Slavich & Irwin, 2014, p. 797.
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SOCIAL STRESSORS
SOCIAL INTERACTIONS AND SOCIAL settings have an impact on the
immune system. Social settings can trigger anxiety, depression, and
even PTSD responses in a person (Hicks-Nelson et al., 2017). The
body responds to social anxieties and depression the same way it
would through any other situation, through cytokines and inflammation. In social settings, IL-6, TNF, and IFN are the responding
cytokines, which appear most responsive for social anxiety and depression in juveniles (Hicks-Nelson et al., 2017).
It is through cytokines in social settings that someone can feel
sick in a social setting, or ill for no apparent reason. The pro-inflammatory cytokines will promote unnecessary inflammation (HicksNelson et al. 2017; Hashmi et al. 2013). The explains why people will
begin to feel hot or sick to the stomach in social confrontations or
settings that cause anxiety. At the same time, this also weakens the
immune system, for it attempts to fight an infection that is not actually there, so actual infection can occur if promoted by the surrounding bacteria (Hicks-Nelson et al., 2017; “Cytokines and
Inflammation,” n.d.; Pfau & Russo, 2015).
CONCLUSION
THE OVERALL EFFECT THAT stressing factors such as depression have
on the human body are anywhere from mild to severe. It is understood that the prime factor behind all of these variables that cause
immune system errors are cytokines. As depression in a person increases, so do the cytokines, but the effects can vary from pro-inflammatory, causing unknown fevers, to anti-inflammatory,
allowing for infection to occur unchecked.
Although cytokines are at the source of what greatly affects the
immune system, what necessarily causes them to act in this way is
unknown. There are far too many variables, from depression to vitamin D deficiency to genetics and the properties alleles. The cause
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behind depression affecting the immune system through cytokines
requires further study.
The relationship between depression and cytokines needs to be
further advanced before any real assumption can be made that cytokines and depression are directly correlated. Yet, at the moment,
studies do continue to advance, showing that depression and inflammatory cytokines suppressing the immune system are correlated in some way, which are potentially linked through one of many
cytokine proteins. It has been shown that those who are depressed
show signs of inflammation, which indicates a connection between
depression and inflammatory cytokines.
The overall purpose of this paper has been to discuss some of
the varying factors that correlate depression to the immune system,
such as social stress factors, proper intake of vitamins, and how general depression can cause inflammation. Suggested further research
on this topic would to be to study the production of cytokines in
those who do not have depression and place them in varying scenarios/situations that can spur anxiety or depression. Comparison with
someone who has been diagnosed with depression could show how
the two vary in cytokine production and how such production affects
the two subjects individually. Studying an individual’s genetic history to see if they possess any potential family history that could lead
to depression or high cytokine production could ensure early detection. ►►
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Branch Rickey: Baseball’s Lincoln
BENJAMIN VERSER
In this detailed historical narrative, Benjamin Verser recounts how
religious, social, and personal variables allowed visionary manager
Branch Rickey to help breach the color barrier in baseball when he
recruited Jackie Robinson to the Brooklyn Dodgers. This essay was
written for History Methods with Dr. James Finck.

“

J

IM CROW BASEBALL MUST END,” read a headline in a 1936 issue

of the Daily Worker.1 Major League Baseball had long been a
segregated institution when Jackie Robinson appeared on
the Brooklyn Dodgers’ roster in 1947. As early as 1933, it was
becoming obvious that baseball would one day have a black player,
but there first had to be an owner willing to make the groundbreaking move. Black newspapers called this man the Abraham Lincoln
of baseball: he would set the black athlete free.2 There had to be
someone with the conviction, demeanor, reputation, and commitment to change such an established institution. That man was
Branch Rickey, the general manager and part owner of the Brooklyn

1
2

Daily Worker, August 16, 1936.
Chicago Defender, August 27, 1933.
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Dodgers. He pulled off this move amid criticism from the mainstream press and accusations of communist sympathy. Rickey was
able to integrate baseball because he was driven by his religion, his
history of innovation in baseball, and his cautious commitment to
the process.3
Rickey always had an adamant desire to integrate baseball. Before going to work for the Dodgers in 1943, he was the manager for
the St. Louis Browns/Cardinals. In a speech, he expressed his disdain that blacks could not play, or even buy a ticket for the main
seating areas of St. Louis’s stadium. He told listeners the only reason
he never brought in black players was because he was not an owner
of the team. Managers do not have the ability to sign players, they
only make game-time decisions. Based on this statement from
Rickey, his desire to integrate could have gone back to as early as
1913, when he first accepted a position within the St. Louis Brown’s
organization.4
Although a desire to integrate was present early in his career,
Rickey would not get a formal opportunity to even explore the possibility until 1945. This was the year a committee was formed to supposedly search for a player to break the color barrier. Tryouts were
held, but the players were ultimately all dismissed. Rickey had two
players show up at his stadium demanding a tryout without telling
him beforehand that they were coming. He did not want to turn
down the tryout because he was in favor of integrating, but he was
not going to sign just any player. He wanted to bring in the player

Chris Lamb, Blackout: The Untold Story of Jackie Robinson's First Spring Training (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press), 2004, 47.
4 Lee Lowenfish, Branch Rickey: Baseball's Ferocious Gentleman (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2007), 63, 319; Branch Rickey, “‘One Hundred Percent
Wrong Club’ Speech” (speech, Atlanta, January 20, 1956), Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/collections/jackie-robinson-baseball/articles-and-essays/
baseball-the-color-line-and-jackie-robinson/one-hundred-percent-wrong-clubspeech/.
3
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he chose, only after he had finally looked at enough players to make
an informed choice.5
The famous manager had experiences with interracial teams before getting to the major leagues. The most famous story of Rickey
encountering racial prejudice occurred in 1904. While coaching
baseball at Ohio Wesleyan University, his team travelled to Indiana.
Rickey had a black player on his team who was not allowed to get his
own room in the same hotel as the white players. Rickey decided to
put the player in his personal room on a cot rather than send him to
another hotel. The whole experience left a strong impression on the
young coach. He later recalled that the black athlete broke down and
cried while scratching his skin, as if trying to change its color. This
was one of the most influential moments in Rickey’s growing passion for breaking down baseball’s color barrier. He wanted all of his
athletes to have an opportunity to succeed not only as players, but
as men in the real world.6
While experiences like these clearly drove Rickey’s desire to integrate, he had an even earlier influence: his religion. He was widely
known to be a pious man, most notably for refusing to go to Sunday
games as a player, coach, owner, or even spectator. He was almost
kicked off of his first major league team only a few days into his career because he refused to show up to play on Sunday games. This
religious devotion carried over into his views on race and how it
should be treated in the baseball world.7
Faith can be one of the greatest influences to persuade men to
break tradition and cultural norms. As a devout Christian, he felt
one of his responsibilities was to fight for the rights of all men, not
just those like himself. He said in a speech that all men are equal in
the sight of God, and it was his job as a Christian to make them so in

Lamb, Blackout, 35.
Lowenfish, Branch Rickey, 23.
7 Lamb, Blackout, p. 105; Lowenfish, Branch Rickey, 25-27.
5

6
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society. The place he had the most influence on society was in organized professional baseball, so that was where he was most active.
Baseball needed Rickey’s religious conviction if it was ever going to
break the strongholds of segregation and prejudice. Rickey came to
this religious devotion by way of his parents. Both his mother and
father were pious people, so much so that they named their son
“Wesley Branch.” The name Wesley was to pay homage to theologian John Wesley. The name Branch was in reference to several biblical scriptures, like John 15:5 when Jesus says, “I am the vine and
you are the branches.”8
Integration was not Rickey’s first venture in political activism.
He was a strong proponent of prohibition. Rickey was very active
politically and was involved in many organizations and movements.
This political activism was pushed by his religious conviction, just
as his baseball activism was. He didn’t separate personal belief,
baseball, and politics. Rickey said he could not face God knowing
that all His creatures were not equal in baseball. Rickey believed
God used this sport to give him purpose and a livelihood, so it would
be a disgrace for him not to work to make baseball the way God
would want it to be. Baseball needed a man who sought integration
out of divine instruction, not only political, or even moral, idealism.9
Rickey certainly believed he had received divine instruction. He
believed this, first, because he had the ability to push integration in
baseball, and he said God doesn’t call people who cannot execute his
plan. Secondly, his friends had confirmed the call God placed upon
him to integrate. Third, he had the opportunity. Rickey felt that his
position in baseball was another sign that God wanted him to make
this move. These three things combined were what constituted, for
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Rickey, divine revelation. With this realization about his life, nothing was going to stop him from achieving his goal.10
Although Rickey had the necessary religious conviction, he still
needed a conducive culture to bring in a black baseball player. His
timing was key to this whole endeavor’s success. In the same year
Jackie Robinson was introduced by the Dodgers, the Pittsburgh
Courier released an article saying, “this is a movement that can’t be
stopped by anyone… They may be able to detain it for a little while,
but not for too long. The world is moving on and they will move with
it, whether they like it or not.”11 The Pittsburgh Courier, at the time,
had a larger subscription base than any of its competitors. Since they
were a leading voice pushing for the integration of baseball and
other civil rights, several hundred thousand people were apparently
supporting this cause. Despite this, not many major newspapers
were supporting integration.12
The few newspapers who were vocal about integration undeniably played a major role in preparing the baseball fan-base for colored players. They had been slowly suggesting the idea until they
were finally outright demanding progress. This softening of the
topic was needed so Rickey’s announcement would not be as big of
a shock. The newspapers alone could not integrate baseball, however. No matter how many reporters pushed for integration, there
still had to be someone willing to make the move. Rickey utilized the
growing idea that baseball would one day be a multicolored sport at
the professional level. He even used the same reporters who had
been covering the topic for decades to start rolling out information.13
Newspapers alone were not enough of a base for Rickey to make
integration successful. For decades, black athletes had been succeeding in college team sports and individual sports worldwide.
Rickey, “One Hundred Percent Wrong Club.”
Pittsburgh Courier, November 3, 1945.
12 Lamb, Blackout, 26.
13 Ibid., 48-49.
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Robinson himself acknowledged that he owed a lot of his success to
those black athletes who went before him, especially to those who
had tried to break baseball’s color line before him. Athletes like
Olympic sprinter Jesse Owens in the 1936 Berlin Olympics proved
that blacks could compete on a world stage just as well as white athletes could. Joe Louis proved that they could even compete head to
head with whites and be world champions when he defeated James
Braddock for the heavyweight boxing championship.14
One could argue that with these breakthroughs, baseball would
obviously follow suit. The issue was that these events all took place
in individual sports, not organized team sports. In team sports, the
player had to not only be a competitive athlete, but also a teammate.
This was just another obstacle Rickey tackled carefully and intellectually. The cultural progress, no matter how helpful it was, still left
a major hole that Rickey had to fill. He did this by bringing in a
player with a history of success in organized sports with white teammates and competitors. Robinson had been a star football, basketball, and—ironically, to a lesser extent—baseball player. Bringing in
this accomplished star helped Rickey combat claims that a black
player could not be a worthy teammate to whites. He was systematically doing away with objections raised against integration.15
The political culture of the 1940s was surprisingly helpful to
Rickey in the integration process. American politics were certainly
not racially equal, but Rickey took what little progress had been
made and used it to his advantage. New York, and Brooklyn in particular, was progressive in racial equality compared to most of
America. Councilmen in the aforementioned communities had been
calling for baseball to integrate for some time. In 1945, the New York
legislature passed the New York Fair Employment Practices Com-
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mission. This was meant to ensure that blacks were not discriminated against in hiring simply for their skin color. Rickey never
signed a black player to stay compliant with state law, he realized he
now had legal support for his decision.16
The social temperament of blacks in America during the 1940s
also helped Rickey justify his move. Blacks who fought in World War
II expected to be treated better at home, but they instead returned
to the same humiliation and discrimination. They began to push for
the equal treatment they were promised in the Constitution because
they had just fought and died for that Constitution. Again, the Pittsburgh Courier was vocal: “those who were good enough to fight and
die by the side of whites are plenty good enough to play by the side
of whites.” This sentiment perfectly encapsulates the sentiment of
1940s black America. If they could go to war with whites, they could
play a game with them as well.17
The NAACP had its “Double V” campaign in full force by this
time. They were fighting for victory in war and victory at home. The
United States was fighting against a white supremacist group in Europe yet displayed many of enemy’s tendencies at home. Rickey was
aware of this. He knew that this campaign at its height would help
his movement because it would be hard for opponents to fight integration without being hypocritical. Rickey’s choice to introduce his
new player so soon after World War II was one reason for its success.
He understood that the culture surrounding the war and black veterans would make his decision not necessarily easier to accept, but
harder to fight back against. He was able to take a society that was
moving toward integration, but would never quite get there, and
push it into reality with precise timing.18

Lamb, Blackout, 35; Bill L. Weaver, “The Black Press and the Assault on Professional Baseball’s ‘Color Line,’ October, 1945-April, 1947,” Phylon 40, no. 4 (1979):
304.
17 Pittsburgh Courier, November 3, 1945; Lamb, Blackout, 6.
18 Lowenfish, Branch Rickey, 351; Weaver, “Black Press,” 304.
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While most social aspects of culture were beneficial to integration, much of baseball culture was still in opposition. Segregation in
baseball goes back to the mid-1880s, when baseball’s establishment
developed a gentleman’s agreement that solidified the color barrier.
Over the following sixty years, this agreement became more fortified
until it was virtually immovable. Many blacks challenged the barrier
over those years and questioned what kept them from playing. There
was no official rule in Major League Baseball keeping blacks from
playing. The team’s owners made the decision of who played for
their team. The idea that there was a rule barring blacks came about
because managers would shift blame from themselves by erroneously claiming a rule prevented them from signing blacks.19
Almost everyone in baseball danced around the question of why
there were no black players rather than just give the honest answer
that they simply did not want them there. Executives sometimes
claimed they wanted to sign blacks, but players and managers refused to have colored men on their team. Players and managers
claimed they would not be opposed to having blacks by their side,
but executives just had not signed any. No one wanted to take blame,
but owners appear to have been the main problem. In 1933, a New
York Baseball Writers Association meeting brought forward the
question. Only one person who was present, New York Yankees
manager John McGraw, said he was against integrating baseball.
Several prominent players and managers said they had no issue with
potentially having colored teammates. Even though they supported
the idea, there needed to be an owner brave enough to sign a black
player.20
One reason baseball stayed segregated was that many major
white newspapers pretended like there was no color line at all.
Newspapers like the Pittsburgh Courier that opposed baseball’s seg-
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regation were in the minority. Like many in the baseball establishment, the majority of the sports media liked segregation and didn’t
want to lose it. However, they still tried to portray baseball as representing the American Dream. Baseball was a national unifier, so it
became part of the American narrative in postbellum society. The
idea that any man could come into the major leagues, no matter
their size or background, and be successful perfectly represented the
American Dream. The only problem with this was that every man
could not succeed. Blacks were not given the opportunity. To cover
this exception, the media chose to pretend like the color line didn’t
exist. Blacks could play in the major leagues if they were good
enough, so the reason they weren’t there was because they hadn’t
risen to the Dream. This narrative countered the left’s media that
was pushing for integration and made their efforts much less productive.21
A surprising player in this conversation, mostly from the media
aspect, was communism. Communist papers pushed for equality for
blacks, including baseball. Because baseball was such a popular pastime, they believed this was a good place to push their message. Instead of helping the cause, in many ways it did more harm than
good. Most Americans avoided associating themselves with communism. Branch Rickey was no exception. He was a strong conservative, so, while he wanted as much support as possible from
media, he didn’t want to associate this movement with communism.
For one, he disagreed with the economics and politics, and for another, he feared it would hurt the cause’s credibility. He didn’t want
the integration of baseball to be seen as communist propaganda.22
The media pretended there was no color line, baseball’s establishment shied away from answers, and reporters called Rickey a
communist. Along with these problems, Rickey also had to deal with
personal problems in the media. Rickey was not a popular man with
21
22
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the mainstream media. He had a history of being criticized by the
media because he constantly went against baseball tradition and
norms. With new reports of Rickey wanting to sign a black player,
the criticism came all the more. Of course newspapers didn’t want
to appear racist, even at this time, so they discredited Rickey’s efforts. They questioned whether Rickey really intended to sign a
black player. Reporters also questioned his motives, as will be discussed in detail later.23
As the Columbia Daily Spectator said, the Brooklyn Dodgers
under Rickey had always broken normal procedure in baseball.24
Dating back to his college coaching days, Rickey liked to use new
methods of teaching the fundamentals of the game. Often this was
met with harsh criticism, especially once he reached the major
league level. His methods were called theoretical and unsuccessful,
despite his knack for improving players. No matter how often he was
criticized, he knew what made good ball players, and he stuck to
those methods. Rickey liked to take young players and develop them
into great athletes rather than pay for already developed players. He
liked giving players a chance to prove themselves, another reason he
wanted to see a black player succeed in baseball. Many of Rickey’s
innovations are still used in baseball today. Integration would be no
different.25
Resistance was something Rickey was never short on, especially
when it came to signing Robinson. Members of the media, especially
the aforementioned who already disliked Rickey, called the signing
a publicity stunt. Rickey had always been a man of flare who sought
to promote his teams. This made his decision an easy target. The
negative press claimed he knew integration was inevitable, so he
rushed to be the first to do it. They made him out to be a man only
Lamb, Blackout, 30-35.
Columbia Daily Spectator (New York), October 26, 1945.
25 Lowenfish, Branch Rickey, 68-70; Dan W. Dodson, “The Integration of Negroes
in Baseball,” Journal of Educational Sociology 28, no. 2 (1954): 74.
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after fame and reputation, not progress for men’s equality. Challenges to his morality were probably what bothered Rickey the most.
Despite this, he continued with his personal mission at the cost of
his reputation.26
The legality of Robinson’s signing with the Dodgers was also
challenged. Reporters said Robinson was still under contract with a
Negro League team when Rickey began paying. This story took over
headlines of white newspapers. Rather than covering Robinson’s
chances of making history, they smeared Rickey again. This was a
face-saving way for the media to criticize the signing. Robinson himself actually wrote a letter to Rickey in order to assure him he was
not under contract with a Negro League team and everything had
been done legally.27
Other papers took a look at the legal system’s effect on Rickey’s
decision. They said he signed Robinson merely because he wanted
to stay compliant with the state’s new anti-discriminatory laws. He
didn’t really believe Robinson could succeed, and he didn’t care if
blacks made their way into baseball. Again the press challenged
Rickey’s morality and smeared his reputation, but that was not reason enough to break his resolution.28
The media was not the only thorn in Rickey’s side throughout
this process. Many within baseball also objected to a black joining
the league. While most executives and managers at this point refused to comment on the signing or the presence of a color barrier,
many Southern ballplayers were vocally against the move. Rogers
Hornsby completely objected to integration, saying he didn’t think
Southern players should be forced to travel with black players. He
felt the races should not be mixed, especially against whites’ will.
26
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Other players like Dixie Walker were content with Robinson playing,
but only if he played for Montreal. Walker didn’t want a black player
on his team or a team he played against. Fans actually booed Walker
when he came to bat against the Dodgers after making those comments. Players often gave more opposition than fans. When Rickey
was asked about player’s objections, he said he pays players only to
play, and he will handle choosing who will play.29
While most managers were silent on the issue, some were vocal
in their opposition. Those who did speak out were very strong in
their criticism of Rickey. At a Baseball Writers Association meeting,
one manager gave a speech that attacked Rickey and claimed he ruined the sport. Owners also attacked Rickey, but not as openly. They
instead caused him problems with scheduling and policy-making affairs. Even Rickey’s co-owner in Brooklyn, Tom Baird, considered
blocking the signing of Robinson, but he soon backed off. At another
Baseball Writers Association meeting, a racist skit was performed
that mocked Robinson. The skit portrayed Rickey as a carpetbagger
who was taking advantage of Robinson and baseball for his own benefit.30
There had to be a very dedicated man to endure all this opposition, criticism, and slander on the way to equality in baseball. Rickey
said he did not sign Robinson because of outside pressure, but in
spite of all the outside pressure he was under. Baseball needed a
man whose commitment to integration went above and beyond to
make a breakthrough. That’s exactly what they had in Wesley
Branch Rickey. In Rickey’s first meeting with Robinson he was so
animated and passionate that he acted out his discussion. While he
was warning Robinson about the problems he would face, he
shouted out taunts that Robinson would hear. He laid his coat out

Lamb, Blackout, 44-46; New York Times, April 21, 1947; Weaver, “Black Press,”
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and got down on the floor to act out a dirty slide, illustrating how a
player may try to hurt him.31
Rickey’s resolve was challenged early and often. During Robinson’s first week at Spring Training in Daytona Beach, Florida, Rickey
was run out of town. He did not let this ruin the experiment, though.
Rickey kept the whole incident quiet so as not to endanger the integration process. He didn’t even tell Robinson why he had to leave
town until he was already gone. Rickey was prepared to go to any
length to make this signing successful. He never allowed Robinson
to miss a game or day of practice, because he feared it would make
blacks appear as too weak to compete with white athletes. Rickey did
make him be careful, however, so his potential as a player would not
be endangered by injury. When Robinson had to move to first base
because he hurt his arm and could not throw, Rickey gave him private lessons on how to play the position.32
Rickey refused to keep Robinson off the field because of his
color. With segregation in full effect in cities across the nation, many
baseball stadiums didn’t want to allow Robinson on the field or even
in the clubhouse. Rickey said if Robinson and Johnny Wright, another black player who was signed with Robinson in the minor
leagues, were not allowed to take the field, the team as a whole
would not play. He claimed to be prepared to not play another game
if that was necessary. Even Rickey’s minor league manager didn’t
want a black player on the field with his team. He asked Rickey to
assign him to another team. Rickey told him if he wanted to be the
manager, he would play Robinson and incorporate him as he would
any other player. Rickey was prepared to remove opposition before
he would remove Robinson.33
Rickey knew that removing obstacles in order to keep Robinson
would cost his team and himself short-term. At the press conference
Lowenfish, Branch Rickey, 375; Lamb, Blackout, 46.
Lamb, Blackout, 88-95.
33 Washington Afro-American, April 6, 1946; Lamb, Blackout, p. 66.
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announcing the signing, Hector Racine, the president of Brooklyn’s
minor league team in Montreal, said he and Rickey understood signing a black player may keep future players from signing. They were
also prepared for current players to leave. The former proved to be
more true than the latter. Rickey estimated that he lost $500,000 in
potential player talent because his scouts could not work effectively.
Other teams’ scouts were warning players not to sign with Brooklyn
because they would have to play with blacks.34
There seemed to be nothing Rickey would not do to successfully
integrate baseball. He claimed to start a Negro League team of his
own, although this never happened. This gave him an excuse to
scout black players. He spent $30,000 supposedly scouting for this
new team, while in reality he was seeking only one player. Money
was not the only thing Rickey sacrificed in his pursuit. He gave a
great deal of his health to integration. The stress from planning and
carrying out his plans left Rickey in poor health. He got so bad at
one point he had a seizure. After working for weeks straight without
rest he began getting dizzy and almost fainted. He was soon diagnosed with Meniere’s disease, which is characterized by dizziness,
deafness, and vertigo. Doctors advised him to slow down, but of
course he refused. He never gave an inch in this fight.35
Baseball didn’t just need to be a man completely committed to
baseball who could bulldoze his way into integration. Rickey also
had to be a man of caution. This may have been his most important
attribute when it came to introducing a black player. He was cautious with his timing. The state of media and culture was not the only
factor in Rickey’s good timing. He also caught the baseball establishment at the perfect moment. When baseball’s current commissioner
Kenesaw Mountain Landis died, Rickey felt one of his final obstacles
had been removed. He had fought Landis on the issue of farm systems, or minor league teams associated with major league teams to
34
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give talented players experience. He knew Landis would likely fight
him on integration as well. With Landis’s passing Rickey knew it
would be hard for baseball to find someone else as stubborn who
could oppose him. The next MLB commissioner was less confrontational and never caused Rickey any problems.36
Choosing the right player was Rickey’s most important decision.
He cut no corners in doing so. He started scouting in Latin America
because he thought the talent would be better. Leagues in Mexico
were already becoming successful. He understood that the player
had to be talented if he was going to be accepted. The biggest issue
in this quest was the language barrier. Because of this, he decided to
look into American players of color who spoke the language and
were more accessible. When he moved on from Latino to black prospects, he still wanted to ensure he had a talented athlete. Rickey
spent $25,000, using three different scouts, to search the current
negro leagues for this desired player. He wasn’t willing to leave anything to chance.37
Rickey had a well-thought-out list of requirements for choosing
the right man. First, he needed to have a history of playing organized
sports with whites. As previously mentioned, this was important because the athlete had to be a team player. Rickey knew that if his
new player could not get along with the current players on his team,
the experiment was doomed. He especially feared racial radicals, not
only in the media and staff, but among players themselves. He knew
that if the player could not fit in, it would likely be decades before
another attempt could be made. Rickey knew this meant the player
needed the right temperament. He could not fight back when he was
taunted. A hotheaded player would seem to prove what Rickey

36
37

Lowenfish, Branch Rickey, 358.
Ibid., 349-350; Weaver, “Black Press,” 305.

98

VERSER | BRANCH RICKEY

feared: that blacks could not get along with whites on the close proximity of a baseball team. Luckily, his choice of Robinson could not
have been more perfect.38
After he had made his choice, Rickey was careful in making the
announcement. This meant waiting. He kept the deal a secret so he
could continue laying the groundwork for the big announcement.
Even Robinson didn’t know the real reason he was being scouted by
the Dodgers. He thought Rickey wanted him to play for his proposed
Negro League team. Anyone leaking information too soon would allow for potential sabotage or attack from within. The announcement
about Robinson would eventually be delivered in past tense. The
team held a press conference about the signing of Robinson months
after the deal actually occurred.39
Before Robinson arrived, Rickey began preparing his team for a
colored teammate. He lectured every player in his organization on
religion, morality, and equality before Robinson was introduced.
Robinson wrote about the preparation, saying, “he had done a fantastic job of persuading, bullying, lecturing, and pulling strings behind the scenes.” Amazingly, Rickey did all this without ever asking
his players to accept a black player. Once he was there, Rickey made
it clear that Robinson must be accepted, but beforehand he took another approach. He tried to create a culture that would accept Robinson in his organization and on his teams. He was able to create a
structure that not only accepted Rickey, but didn’t want him to be
challenged. Once, when he was removed late in a game, the players
came to his defense against the manager. They would often represent Robinson’s backup when he was taunted or challenged by opposing teams.40
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Other precautions were taken when Robinson was brought into
his first games. Rickey left little to chance when it came to Robinson’s comfort. He realized it would be easier if he was not the only
black player. He also signed a black pitcher from the Negro Leagues,
but he was never Rickey’s real interest. He just didn’t want Robinson
to be alone. When it came to choosing the right city, Rickey decided
Montreal was a safe beginning point because there was very little
racial prejudice in the city. He wanted to avoid conflict off the field
as much as possible, and he remembered the hotel incident at Ohio
Wesleyan University.41
The choice of Montreal perfectly represents Rickey’s caution. He
understood that too much too soon would jeopardize the experiment. When Robinson was living in Montreal and Brooklyn, and
when he travelled to other cities, Rickey told him to live under the
segregation laws. He would have to adjust to the lifestyle for a time
because challenging society could put his baseball endeavor in danger. Rickey would never challenge segregation anywhere except in
baseball. He was smart enough to know that was his sphere of influence and expanding could hurt his efforts. Rickey’s caution allowed
Robinson to navigate his way slowly through the obstacles of baseball’s prejudice.42
Branch Rickey entailed everything baseball needed in order to
break its color barrier. He was a man of desire, religion, innovation,
commitment, and caution. His religion set a basis for his belief that
all men were equal. Because he had a prestigious position in the
baseball establishment, Rickey had the ability to accomplish what
black media, activists, and athletes had been seeking for years. The
cultural setting of the 1940s seemed to be ready for a black baseball
player, but there was more opposition than appeared on the surface.
Rickey had to fight an enemy that was unwilling to be honest about
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its true intentions. He did so as only he could: with gentle aggression. His history of innovation gave him credibility, as well as experience fighting tradition.
Rickey’s cautious, unmovable commitment to integration was
ultimately what drove integration to completion. He sacrificed his
health, his wealth, and even his reputation. His choice of player was
carefully thought out and could not have been more perfect. Despite
players, manages, and owners who opposed Robinson, Rickey stuck
with his man until he reached his goal. He was willing to sacrifice
everything except the cause. By 1947, Rickey finally saw a black
player playing for a major league team, fulfilling his obligation to
God and himself. Baseball would not have integrated in 1947 without Wesley Branch Rickey. ►►
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Race Relations in
Chickasha, Oklahoma
KATHERINE LOMAN
Drawing heavily from the autobiography of Ada Sipuel and other primary documents, Katherine Loman recounts the unique history of
postbellum race relations in Chickasha, Oklahoma, a city that offered
unusual promise for black citizens in the early 1900s, but finally succumbed to existing structures of racism. This essay was written for
History Methods with Dr. James Finck.

D

and the era of boomtowns,
many towns with interesting beginnings emerged throughout the Southwest. Some of these towns quickly adapted to
the ways of neighboring areas. There were typically unspoken guidelines regarding the racial hierarchy of employment preferences, acting as a common thread throughout these Western towns. Some,
however, like Chickasha, Oklahoma, the largest city in Grady County
since its founding, have a very unusual relationship with a preexisting African American population. This established black presence
formed a strong community from the beginning of Chickasha, which
continued well into the 1900s. The account of Ada Sipuel, a woman
who grew up in Chickasha during the 1920s and 30s, illustrated the
fervor of the community as well as the hardships they endured while
living under the oppressive nature of segregation. Though many
URING WESTERN EXPANSION
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black people had sought a better life in Chickasha, hoping the racial
bias would fall away naturally with equality in the workforce, that
dream fell short as workplace equality never truly occurred. and old,
slave-like mentalities and segregation laws were able to persist.
After 1865, due to the freeing of the slave population, a new frontier was created for the country, as a new community of people entered the workforce of paid Americans. With years of history
connected to a large black population, the social structure and economy of race relations has always had a strong presence in Chickasha,
predating the town’s founding. In many ways, Chickasha was before
its time, offering opportunity that could not be readily found in
other areas. New philosophies developed such as the New South,
originally found by Henry Grady concerning the cultural aftermath
of the Civil War. Grady’s philosophy was founded to give direction
for the new order of the South. It sought to solve the issue of freed
slaves and how the two races should coexist. Chickasha, largely influenced by such concepts, was not without its more traditional
views on race. This gave Chickasha a history of both progressive and
yet traditional tendencies towards race relations, offering an exceptionally circumstantial account of what life looked like for a diverse
town in the late 1800s through early 1990s.1
Segregation laws were strict and finite in Chickasha from the
start, an idea that was founded by Henry W. Grady, who the county
of Grady took its name after. Grady, a Georgian, was a strong believer and promoter of the idea of separation of the two races
through stern yet civil lines. The locations of most places in town
were designed to enforce separation between the races. Common to
other Southern and Western towns of the twentieth century, a more
multifaceted layering of transportation patterns and numerous

Henry W. Grady, The New South and Other Addresses: With Biography, Critical
Opinions, and Explanatory Notes, ed. Edna Henry Lee Turpin (New York: Merrill,
1904), 52.
1
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businesses could be seen scattered throughout the town. The Chickasha Negro Directory of 1930, a collection of relevant black organizations in Chickasha at the time, reveals that, with few exceptions,
the majority of colored businesses and churches were located between 4th Street and Shepard Street, a rather limited space. The
town’s directory of 1910 reveals that the list of employees for almost
every business had many names marked with a (c) for “colored.”
Though blacks may have been given jobs in Chickasha, their professional titles and incomes prove that they were still typically confined
to lower-paying positions, limiting overall opportunity. This indicates that while African Americans were given jobs, it was clear there
was a definite separation for the treatment of blacks.2
The target audience for the appeal of the New South was the
Southern man who had been “crushed by defeat, his very traditions
gone … without money, credit, employment, material, training” outside of being a slave owner.” Instead, it led to unequal founding, education, medical care, public safety and other basic living
environments. While the Wild West faded into the past, the stories
and heroism stayed, now intertwined within the language of the
New South. The rugged individualism of the Wild West fit well with
the concept of equal treatment of all races within the work force that
the New South encouraged. The racial disparity found in Chickasha’s New South layout, however, only promoted inequality as opposed to evening the playing field. This was caused by the inherent
flaws within segregation.3

Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher and Danney Goble, A Matter of Black and White: The Autobiography of Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher, (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1996), 13; Dolores Hayden, “The Power of Place: A Proposal for Los Angeles,” Public
Historian 10, no. 3 (1988): 5; “Black History Clippings,” Grady County Historical
Society; “Hoffhine’s: Chickasha, Oklahoma,” directory, 1910, Ivin Munn’s Papers,
Grady County Historical Society, Chickasha OK.
3 Grady, New South, 30; Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 43.
2
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Through the lenses of Chickasha’s better-known history, whose
documentation began with the arrival of white settlers, the development of the town, in many ways, had a seemingly simple foundation.
Though Chickasha came from humble beginnings as a tent city, it
possessed many traits of a boomtown. As if overnight, businesses
flourished and multiplied in response to a quickly expanding population. A man by the name of Hobart Johnathan Whitney founded
the town after forming the large railroad company commonly referred to as Rock Island. This railroad brought on an exponential
growth of population. The town was bustling with people, many of
whom were cowboys and drovers passing through for a few days.
These travelers were in need of common services like barbers, food
markets, clothing stores, and other mundane yet crucial amenities
for daily life. Small business owners were able to thrive off the high
demand for basic products. Anybody with special training in a specific field could find application for their skills. There was money to
be made in the town for those who could capitalize on the market.
Chickasha’s income census reports from the years 1910-30 show
that there were many families, white families in particular, profiting
considerably in this economy.4
The quick and steady growth in population, for Chickasha,
meant the demand for supplies increased, and a need for workers
naturally arose. Research suggests that there has always been a large
black population in Chickasha, predating its founding. During their
relocation from the Old South in the 1800s, the Chickasaw Indian
nation brought their black slaves in great numbers with them and
primarily settled in Grady County. The population of the tribe’s
slaves was so great that, after being legally freed, there were many
blacks who were well-adjusted to life in the area. By 1890, black settlements began to form on what would one day become Chickasha.

Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 13; “United States Census Online Genealogy
Records,” FamilySearch, accessed September 18, 2018, https://www.
familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Census_Online_Genealogy_Records.
4
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A map of Indian Territory from 1890 indicates the entire area of future Chickasha was labeled “Negro Settlements” before becoming an
established city in 1892. There was already a black community established in Chickasha before the white settlers arrived, mostly after
the year 1899. By the 1900s, many African American families in the
area were able to trace their lineage back to the freed slaves of the
Negro settlements. For the incoming white people, this seemingly
ever-present black population posed a new opportunity for exploitation in the workforce, particularly for those looking to make profit
quickly in blossoming fields such as cotton.5
One of the most prominent industries in Chickasha’s early economic growth was cotton. The production of cotton scattered
throughout Oklahoma began in the 1900s after the influx of white
settlers to the territory nearing the years of statehood. This industry
became so large in the area that cotton was soon the highest selling
crop in the state. By 1922, Oklahoma was ranked fourth in the nation
in cotton production; Chickasha was one of the leaders in the industry. At the height of its overall production, there were eighteen cotton mills as well as several cotton gins in Chickasha alone. Being an
important producer of Oklahoma’s leading crop of the time, Chickasha was imperative to the state’s wealth. Part of what made the cotton industry so lucrative to the economy was the quantity of
working-class jobs it provided. Each cotton mill and gin potentially
provided jobs for several men. The number of gins and mills were so
great, however, that finding a sufficient number of white workers
posed a hardship.6
According to historians Michael D. Schulman, Rhonda Zingraff,
and Linda Reif, it was a rare anomaly for people of color to be given
“Map of Indian Territory (1890),” map (Chicago: Blomgren Bros, Engr's, 1890);
Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 14.
6 James W. Finck, and Gennifer Majors. Images of America: Chickasha (Charleston,
SC: Arcadia, 2012), 31; Michael D. Schulman, Rhonda Zingraff, and Linda Reif.
“Race, Gender, Class Consciousness and Union Support: An Analysis of Southern
Textile Workers,” Sociological Quarterly 26, no. 2 (1985): 188.
5
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paid jobs at cotton mills in the Midwestern and Southern regions of
the country after the Civil War. These positions were more preferably and frequently filled by lower-class whites. The Chickasha Census of 1910 reveals the overall wealth existed among white people,
while the black citizens’ incomes were that of the lower and working
class with few exceptions. Along with there being a shortage of
lower-class whites, Chickasha was the only large, established town
in Grady County in the early 1900s. Because of this, many people
who lived in the smaller towns in the county would flock there in
search of work. Blacks also made their way to Chickasha, one of the
few towns that allowed black employment. Across America, blacks
did not start working in mills until the 1960s and 70s. Because of the
importance of the cotton industry, lower class black workers, in
many ways, were a large part of the economy of Chickasha. Their
steady and consistent presence gave black people a substantial status in the development of the town.7
Urban, economic, and social history all offer a balanced set of
resources for historic preservation. Each can explain the unique design of a city and its financial as well as cultural growth. When looking into these factors of Chickasha’s history, industries like cotton
were the basis of much of the initial wealth of Chickasha among the
white population. The significance of black workers for a growing
town like Chickasha was critical to the success found in the early
days. There would have been no substantial wealth to be earned in
the town if there was not a sufficient number of laborers. The influence of the black population in Chickasha has always been deeply
ingrained within its history. Though working-class citizens may not
frequently have economic or political power, the social status of everyday workers often offer the greatest examples of everyday lifestyles. As Robert W. Blythe notes, historians often underline the
importance of mill workers in helping to shape a unique social
Schulman, Zingraff, and Reif, “Southern Textile Workers,” 190, 191; “United States
Census”; Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 13.
7

108

LOMAN | RACE RELATIONS

world, particularly within the history of growth in rural towns. Furthermore, the black community affected the geography of Chickasha
as the town was segregated in ways that reflected Jim Crow laws,
principally when it came to residential areas.8
Chickasha was a sundown town, which meant there were laws
prohibiting black people from inhabiting the streets past sunset.
While some towns nearby, such as Tuttle, Lexington, and Norman,
had a sundown law for the entire town, Chickasha had signs prohibiting blacks west of 4th Street. This, in many ways, was Chickasha’s
isolated version of white flight, a common response in residential
areas when black people move towards white neighborhoods. When
observing urban history, the physical layout of areas can be better
understood. The purpose of sundown towns was to limit black people’s access to the basic essentials such as housing and other goods
to ensure that white people would be the predominant race of an
area. This practice drew a strong segregation line in Chickasha that
still affects the racial disparity in the town today. Because of this, the
effects of segregation continue to play a large part in Chickasha’s geography. Dustin Cable’s Racial Dot Map, first created in 2013, is the
most current map that shows the racial layout of the Chickasha area.
The map shows that the remaining black population in the town is
much more predominant east of 4th Street. However, this was not
the only form of segregation found in the town.9
Because of the large black population, segregation laws were
quickly enacted throughout the town. While blacks were prominent
Hayden, “Power of Place,” 5; Timothy J. Minchin, “Black Activism, the 1964 Civil
Rights Act, and the Racial Integration of the Southern Textile Industry,” Journal of
Southern History 65, no. 4 (1999): 810; Robert W. Blythe, “Unravelling the Threads
of Community Life: Work, Play, and Place in the Alabama Mill Villages of the West
Point Manufacturing Company,” Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture 9 (2003).
9 James Luther Adams, review of Sundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension of American Racism, by James W. Loewen, Journal of American History 93, no. 2 (2006):
601-602; Hayden, “Power of Place,” 5; Dustin Cable, The Racial Dot Map: One Dot
Per Person for the Entire U.S., University of Virginia, accessed October 5, 2018,
http://demographics.virginia.edu/DotMap/.
8
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in the town and were given jobs in fields that they might not have
been in other areas, there were still race lines clearly drawn. Similar
to the economic dependence of slaves in the Old South, a town rich
with textile wealth is dependent upon the laborers. Without workers, large companies cannot effectively yield a sufficient amount of
product, making it a moneyless endeavor. Recruiting blacks, as well
as lower-class white people, to work the remedial, poorly paid positions benefited upper-class white people. The deeply embedded
slave culture of the Old South enabled control by white leaders.
Chickasha objectively had far more opportunity than other places
for to black workers. In fact, not only was this a rare opportunity,
but many blacks, after being freed, believed that economic opportunity and upward mobility was possible. Discrimination, however,
was still frequent within the workplace, as white people were preferred as well as better compensated. Due to lack of power, it was
difficult for the blacks to avoid the inequality found both in and out
of the workplace. Most notably, there were unwavering school segregation laws.10
Ada Sipuel, an African American woman who helped to end segregated education in Oklahoma, grew up in Chickasha in the 1920s
and 30s, as previously mentioned. In her book, Sipuel illustrates the
constant lack of funding for colored schools. She notes that Oklahoma did not have any laws ensuring funding for black schools but
rather based funding on the tax income of the area each school resided in, leading to poorly subsidized black schools. Until Sipuel’s
personal court case regarding school segregation in 1948, there were
no master programs that would accept blacks in the state. This ties
into the lack of black people being professionally trained for higherpaying, skilled jobs. If there was no program for blacks to receive the
proper schooling, there naturally would not be people in the area
Schulman, Zingraff, and Reif, “Southern Textile Workers,” 188; Thomas J. Durant
and Kathleen H. Sparrow, “Race and Class Consciousness Among Lower- and Middle-Class Blacks,” Journal of Black Studies 27, no. 3 (1997): 349; Fisher and Goble,
Black and White, 43.
10
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who were trained in those fields, feeding into the endless cycle of
lack of opportunity.11
The oppressive tendencies once found in slave owners now
translated into the platforms of politicians and business owners.
Politicians and businessmen manipulating the profitable advantages of particular locations drew the maps and passed the laws
supporting this type of system. Segregation laws were typically seen
as a public safety issue, easily supported and passed by the majority
of politicians. This structure of dominance was kept up well because
those who sought to preserve the superiority of whites often were
found in leadership roles. Essentially, this lack of personal connection helped to dehumanize the black population, avoiding the moral
issue of inhibiting upward mobility. By limiting the fields that black
people were able to be hired into, upper-class white people steadily
monopolized power. This restrained not only of the types of jobs
blacks were entitled to, but also the education available to them. Essentially, the black community was intended to stay uneducated and
poor and therefore submissive to the elite whites kept in place by
segregation.12
From the time of Chickasha’s founding, there was a large emphasis placed upon the ideals of the New South and hope in the success in separate but equal opportunity. Chickasha Negro Directory
of 1930 indicates that many black organizations as well as businesses are listed. Seven recognized churches, nine clubs, and twelve
Pioneer Programs are included in the pamphlet. Outwardly, the
number of establishments gives the illusion of a successful community among the blacks of Chickasha. While the black community life

Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 52.
Hayden, “Power of Place,” 8; Blythe, “Threads of Community Life,” 143; Jeffrey
Leiter, “Continuity and Change in the Legitimation of Authority in Southern Mill
Towns,” Social Problems 29, no. 5 (1982), 540-42.
11
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was thriving much more than other surrounding areas of the time,
however, Chickasha was steeped in endless inequality.13
The white community was romanced by the notions of the New
South. The areas that were particularly enamored by notions of this
“New South” were typically the Southwestern territories who, because of Western expansion, were all fairly new and quickly rising
states. “There was a South of slavery and secession—that South is
dead. There is a South of union and freedom”: this was the promise
that Grady wished to build his legacy upon. The concept was simple;
the land would become a place for everyone to have an equal chance,
unified as a nation through opportunity for all. Grady wanted the
title “Southerner” to strike pride in the hearts of those who fell under
the category. Grady even addressed the black population present in
the New South as a valid work force that could potentially only add
to the greatness of the new system. While this notion was accepted
by whites, the same could not be said about blacks.14
The difference in race consciousness interpretation between
black and white people of the town was quite stark in the early
1900s. Whites embraced the philosophy of “separate but equal,” but
the black population living in Chickasha knew a much different reality. For instance, in the 1920s and 30s, almost every establishment, including the courthouse, had some type of “color restriction”
for black customers. There was a persistent sense of racial violence
that always lingered thick in the air, causing tension and fear that
that evolved into a harsh reality. Though most white people took little notice of such events, the black community remained painfully
aware of such tragedies. Sipuel vividly recounted such events such
as the Argo tragedy, a chilling incident that resulted in a white mob
killing of a young boy named Henry Argo. The boy was killed in Anadarko, a town only eighteen miles west of Chickasha, in May of 1930.
This incident struck many blacks from surrounding areas with fear
13
14

“Black History Clippings.”
Grady, New South, 23, 31.
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for the lives of their youth. While the black people in the town were
acutely aware of the danger racial strain brought, whites often were
not as concerned. Throughout Chickasha’s history, there was a lack
of race consciousness among the white population, not uncommon
of most towns of the time. Black community members shared stories
of racially charged shootings and lynchings. Five-year-old Ada
Sipuel ran to her parents with news and rumors of a race riot on its
way to the town. At the same time, the white population of Chickasha took pride in their separate-but-equal mentality due to the wellestablished black community in the town.15
In Sipuel’s autobiography, she gives an insight of the tightly knit
black community. Before her parents’ arrival after fleeing the Tulsa
Race Riots in 1921, there had already been about seven small black
churches established within the town limits. Her own parents were
in many organizations, her father a reverend at a black church, the
Church of God in Christ, while her mother participated in several
women’s clubs and activist groups. Sipuel’s parents were characteristic of the social dynamic of black people in Chickasha, most staying
very active in the community. There was even a certain amount of
pressure for everyone to participate; Sipuel explained that there was
an established shame culture, especially present in the church
women. Each person was expected to contribute and attend events,
promoting a tightly knit culture. Good families went to church, and
young children were expected to attend extracurricular activities.
Some children from more affluent families, like Sipuel and her two
siblings, attended piano lessons to cultivate more prestigious hobbies. Throughout the 1920s and 30s, though there were a few black
workers within the cotton industry, different economic statuses
arose among the African American population.16
Because of the job market inequality in Chickasha, the black
community had their own form of social and economic hierarchy
15
16

Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 51, 48, 44.
Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 20; “Black History Clippings.”
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within the walls of segregation. Though nothing compared to the
class disparity among white people of Chickasha, the black population did have a different set of opportunities available to them depending upon their class. The difference between the two class
structures was that white people had a wider range of middle-to-upper classes while the class structure of black people was limited to
the realm of the lower working class to middle class, but rarely ever
higher. At the time of Sipuel’s childhood, “at the top of the socioeconomic structure, [there] were teachers, ministers, and a few professionals.” Because of a lack of higher education for black people,
occupations such as doctors were sparse, and only one African
American in town was legally allowed to prescribe medicine.
Throughout the New South, despite the concept of equal opportunity, there was a negative attitude towards hiring black people for
jobs that could possibly be considered respectable or required particular skill. Most households were dependent upon two incomes or
more, as the majority of women were beginning to enter the work
force.17
The black laborers were treated as a replacement for slavery; the
black women of Chickasha also followed similar roles that were
common during slavery. They were typically cooks, maids, or caretakers of white families, even forming bonds with their employers.
The black women’s relationship with the white children they would
care for often ran very deep, resembling the Old South mammy figure raising the young rich white children. The working ladies carried
out everyday chores like grocery shopping for the household they
worked for, going above and beyond the normal expectations for a
cook or maid job. Sipuel mentioned that almost every woman in
their community worked and brought in whatever income they
could, her mother being one of the rare exceptions. As the men of

Durant and Sparrow, “Race and Class Consciousness,” 336; Fisher and Goble,
Black and White, 21; Arthur S. Evans, “Pearl City: The Formation of a Black Community in the New South.” Phylon 48, no. 2 (1987): 15.
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the black community in Chickasha replaced slavery in some ways,
and the women of the community reestablished caretaker roles in
white families, many who had previously hoped for a better chance
became quickly disheartened.18
The initial effects of racial integration in the workforce in Chickasha’s early history were well received from the lower-class standpoint, giving the illusion of possible equality. Compared to other
areas of the time, Chickasha offered paying jobs in the textile industry to blacks, which spread the notion opportunity. Coupled with the
ideology of the New South, the town seemed like the perfect place
for economic prosperity. Many blacks carried the hopes that if they
could get a foot in the door with low-paying work, the higher-skilled
jobs would follow suit. This was a strong appeal to young African
American families wishing to establish financial security while also
allowing generations after to find success. Not only were black men
able to find work, but women were as well, as previously mentioned,
typically as household staff. The early excitement towards these opportunities was later revealed to be misplaced.19
A common consequence of societal change, there was a white
supremacist backlash, as political leaders scrambled to maintain racial dominance, with whispers of slavery rhetoric. Essentially, black
people were embraced as laborers, only to be denounced as residents and therefore further ostracized from full agency of their own
residential area. Such physical separation was necessary for white
leaders, as there was a necessary distinction between the races in
order to justify the continued prejudice of the fallen South. Old proslavery concepts, such as a reinvented forms of paternalism, began
to strengthen in the New South, as well as Chickasha’s mentality.
This new idea of paternalism was far more removed from the indi-

Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 23.
Timothy J. Minchin, “Black Activism,” 23; Grady, New South, 31; Fisher and
Goble, Black and White, 21.
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vidual relationships of the past. Instead of the dynamic being between master/father to slave/son, it shifted to employer to employee.20
Before, the concept of paternalism was based heavily on happy
slaves who love and care for their master and his family. In one of
Grady’s many speeches over his ideas concerning the ways of the
New South, he gave the example of a master who went off to fight
for the South during the war and entrusted the safety of his family
to his servant Grady continued, “The slave held that charge sacred
through storm and temptation, he gave new meaning to faith and
loyalty.” For New South promoters, blacks were still mentally lesser
than the more rational whites, especially on a political level. To allow black voices the same platform as white voices would be socially
damning, especially concerning voting rights. Taking black people
out of the labor market, however, was damning for the economy in
a town where their numbers were great. “In every community,”
Grady explains, “there are colored men who redeem their race from
this reproach, and who vote under reason.” According to researcher
Jeffrey Leiter, in both new and old paternalism, laborers without
proper education, without their own tools and land, and who live in
isolated communities were essentially owned and were dependent
upon their employers. Where slave owners under the illusion of paternalism would often take a hands-on approach, employers of
lower-class factory workers would typically limit their “face-to-face
interactions” with their employees. The strict segregation laws
served to further separate the races, leading to little common
ground, professionally or socially.21
Though many black families had migrated to or stayed in Chickasha and other new Southwestern towns like it after being freed in
1865 with hopes of the idealized “New South” coming to life, their

20
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economic status was typical of most black communities of the period, which was confined to lower and working classes. The concept
of the New South was meant to foster equal opportunity, at least
from a financial standpoint. While few blacks believed there would
be social change in the New South, job opportunity was something
they felt was possible, as boomtowns like Chickasha offered economic promise. Sipuel recounts many families in Chickasha, who
fled racial violence from towns like Norman, Lexington, Pauls Valley, Tulsa, and other nearby towns with stricter race laws, hoped to
find a more welcoming environment. To some degree, this improvement could be seen economically on a marginal level in Chickasha
“with the opening of new industries, [but] there was still much to be
desired.” From a cultural point of view, there were too many biases
against the black population for it to truly thrive monetarily.22
Like a domino effect, if the first piece did not fall into place, the
overall structure would not succeed. If basic financial fairness is not
carried out, no other forms of fairness will be achieved. The concept
of building up to equality in towns like Chickasha that have historically upheld laws of oppression and segregation is difficult, because
it does not support or endorse true equality. Henry Grady, with his
New South concepts, was not truly fighting for equal treatment but
rather an equal and unifying respect for the preservation of white
supremacy. Grady put such emphasis on his desire for separation
because he did not believe the two races would ever live in harmony.
According to Grady, the country “must carry these races in peace—
for discord means ruin. [America] must carry them separately—for
assimilation means debasement.”23
Chickasha had all the promise to become a society with equal
opportunity, given its unique black history and its long-standing,
pre-established black community, which, in many ways, was able to
Evans, “Pearl City,” 153; Fisher and Goble, Black and White, 44.
Schulman, Zingraff, and Reif, “Southern Textile Workers,” 189; Grady, New
South, 46.
22
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thrive. The progressiveness of hiring black workers to paying jobs
that would most often only be extended only to white people gave
Chickasha the ability to handle race relations very early on in its history. Because of how early on deep racial divides took place, however, old ideals were perpetuated in a new situation. Schools,
businesses, opportunity, and even class- and race-consciousness
were intensely segregated. While the New South carried notions of
equality with their claims of “separate but equal” treatment, the intentions behind the philosophy were to maintain Southern pride.
The New South was set on finding new industries and embracing
industrialized factories in order to find ways of participating in the
American economy after the main economic source for some, slavery, was taken away. Though the path leading up to this form of
white supremacy was unique in Chickasha, the result of steady oppression and discrimination is reminiscent of other places, perpetuating the cycle of inequality. The New South catered to the
glorification of beaten-but-proud confederate soldiers to give them
a proper “heroes’ welcome home” by handing them a new kind of
legacy to pursue.24 ►►

►► BIBLIOGRAPHY
PRIMARY
“Black History Clippings.” Grady County Historical Society, Chickasha, OK.
CABLE, DUSTIN. The Racial Dot Map: One Dot Per Person for the Entire
U.S. University of Virginia. Accessed October 5, 2018. https://
demographics.virginia.edu/DotMap/index.html.
FISHER, ADA LOIS SIPUEL, and DANNEY GOBLE. A Matter of Black and White:
The Autobiography of Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1996.

24

Grady, New South, 29.

118

LOMAN | RACE RELATIONS

GRADY, HENRY W. The New South and Other Addresses: With Biography,
Critical Opinions, and Explanatory Notes. Edited by Edna Henry Lee
Turpin. New York: Merrill, 1904.
“Hoffhine’s: Chickasha, Oklahoma.” Directory, 1910. Ivin Munn’s Papers.
Grady County Historical Society, Chickasha OK.
“Map of Indian Territory (1890).” Map. Chicago: Blomgren Bros, Engr’s,
1890.
“United States Census Online Genealogy Records.” FamilySearch.
Accessed September 18, 2018. https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/
en/United_States_Census_Online_Genealogy_Records.
SECONDARY
ADAMS, JAMES LUTHER. Review of Sundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension
of American Racism, by James W. Loewen. Journal of American
History 93, no. 2 (2006): 601-02.
BLYTHE, ROBERT W. “Unravelling the Threads of Community Life: Work,
Play, and Place in the Alabama Mill Villages of the West Point
Manufacturing Company.” Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture 9
(2003): 135-50.
DURANT, THOMAS J., and KATHLEEN H. SPARROW. “Race and Class
Consciousness Among Lower-and Middle-Class Blacks.” Journal of
Black Studies 27, no. 3 (1997): 334-51.
EVANS, ARTHUR S. “Pearl City: The Formation of a Black Community in the
New South.” Phylon 48, no. 2 (1987): 152-64.
FINCK, JAMES W., and GENNIFER MAJORS. Images of America: Chickasha.
Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2012.
HAYDEN, DOLORES. “The Power of Place: A Proposal for Los Angeles.” Public
Historian 10, no. 3 (1988): 5-18.
LEITER, JEFFREY. “Continuity and Change in the Legitimation of Authority
in Southern Mill Towns.” Social Problems 29, no. 5 (1982): 540-50.

119

THE DROVER REVIEW VOL. II | 2019

MINCHIN, TIMOTHY J. “Black Activism, the 1964 Civil Rights Act, and the
Racial Integration of the Southern Textile Industry.” Journal of
Southern History 65, no. 4 (1999): 809-44.
SCHULMAN, MICHAEL D., RHONDA ZINGRAFF, and LINDA REIF. “Race, Gender,
Class Consciousness and Union Support: An Analysis of Southern
Textile Workers.” Sociological Quarterly 26, no. 2 (1985): 187-204.

120

HALL | TRANSGENDER EQUALITY

How the Homosexual Civil Rights
Movement Set a Precedent for the
Transgender Fight for Equality
EREN HALL
Part historical narrative and part social analysis, Eren Hall’s detailed
essay describes how the history of the gay rights movement mirrors
the ongoing and future struggle for transgender equality, which comprises issues of social and religious acceptance, gender dysphoria,
and medical rights. This Senior Seminar paper was written under the
direction of Dr. Brenda Brown.

A

PERSON’S SEX IS CATEGORIZED

by their biology, or chromosomes, while gender is the expression of that biology
through appearance and societal interactions (Eckert and
McConnell-Ginet). Gender is at the core of every person, because it
determines a person’s role in their everyday life. Male and female
were thought to be the only two genders by nearly everyone throughout the course of human existence, but as humanity looks beyond
biology alone, it is evident that there is a whole spectrum of genders.
The term transgender, in particular, “is an umbrella term for persons whose gender identity, gender expression or behavior does not
conform to that typically associated with the sex to which they were
assigned at birth” (“Answers”). Most often transgender individuals
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identify as either trans-male or trans-female. This information is accepted by some people with sympathy, while others feel a resistance
towards trans people, officially known as transphobia. Transphobia
is developed by the lack of clear understanding about transgender
individuals, but once the general population is familiarized, the
prejudice against the trans community will decrease.
Transphobia can manifest in many ways including bullying, hate
crimes, discrimination, prejudice, and murder. Forms of harassment are not exclusive to just the transgender population, but exist
throughout history against many minority groups, other LGBT individuals, and women. In a study with 515 transgender individuals,
researchers found gender-based discrimination and victimization
were linked with an attempted suicide rate of 32 percent by the victims (Clements-Nolle et al.). In a separate study, it was found that
youths living in areas with high frequencies of LGBT hate crimes had
an increased rate of suicidal thoughts and actions rates (Duncan and
Hatzenbuehler 272). The researchers found no correlation between
the overall violence in the neighborhoods and the attempted suicide
rates of LGBT youth, providing evidence that the hate crimes were
the cause for the increased rates of suicide (Duncan and Hatzenbuehler 272).
What drives a person to suicide does not exclusively correlate
with transphobic discrimination, but instead is a complex series of
issues arising from internal and external conflict. Internal conflict
includes gender dysphoria, which is a conflict caused by one’s biological gender and the gender that they have chosen to identify as
(“What Is”). The stress caused by gender dysphoria is caused by being uncomfortable with one’s own body and the perceived gender
roles set forth by society. How individuals cope with dysphoria
comes down to their own identities as a people and how they wish
to be perceived in society. Many resort to gender reassignment surgery and hormone therapy, while others simply rely on clothing and
makeup to manipulate their appearance. The stress of gender dys-
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phoria can be nearly unbearable to many individuals. With the adding stress of outside discrimination, it can be enough to drive people,
especially emotionally underdeveloped youth, to suicide. There is a
fear that even post-treatment, the internal conflict will never cease.
Alongside this internal conflict, transphobia, the main source of
external conflict, is demonstrated by certain groups. Some groups
that exhibit exceptional transphobia are select religious affiliations.
In the United States of America, some sects of Christianity, the most
prominent religion, display discrimination against the trans community. (Other religions worldwide exemplify similar prejudice.)
One of the most prominent reasons for this discrimination by the
Christian religion originally stems from Genesis and is constantly
re-established throughout the Bible. It is the idea of gender roles. In
the beginning, “God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them” (English
Standard Version, Gen. 1:27). Here, only male and female are created with no mention of an alternative. (It is important to note that
any individual who believes this to be absolute finds no separation
in gender and sex.) The roles for men and women were separated
nearly immediately into distinctive categories. Many traditional
Christian couples adhere to the idea of the man being the leader of
the house physically, financially, and politically, with the woman
supporting him emotionally.
Following these guidelines is not inherently wrong, but adherents might view alternative roles in a household as immoral or incorrect. A transgender individual, for example, may be born
biologically female but choose to identify as male. By doing this, they
are disrupting the natural and traditional role that they are destined
for. If they are no longer a woman but a man, then they must be the
leader of the household. This would be wrong, however, because
they are not a biological male. From such assessments comes an
endless cycle of deviance and disruption of tradition, which is
viewed as sinful. In the minds of some Christians, transgender indi-
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viduals cannot exist without causing conflict within the natural order of humanity. These individuals often feel discomfort towards
trans individuals and spread the belief that the Bible specifically
states gender nonconformity is a sin that disrupts society.
Beyond religious affiliations, family is another main group associated with transphobia. Until the age of eighteen, everyone must
live with some type of guardian, whether they be biological or adoptive. Hearing that their baby girl wants to wear a binder or their boy
wants to wear dresses can be jarring and unexpected. For many, it
is an unfamiliar topic that they just do not have the experience to
deal with. Parents can react in a variety of different ways, including
violence and prejudice. This may manifest as withholding food, favoritism towards siblings, beating, forcing the child to attend conversion therapy, or kicking the child out. Extended family outside
the household may wish to no longer see and even excommunicate
the transgender individual.
Sometimes this family dissonance and the standards held by religious groups can come together to create a more complex situation.
This is exemplified by the story of the transgender teen girl named
Leelah Alcorn. In December 2014, she committed suicide after her
parents forced her to go to conversion therapy and refused to accept
her gender identity (“Preventing Trans Suicides”). Her death turned
many people’s attention to the number of suicides within the
transgender population.
The inequality for trans people is created in part by family and
religious groups. It is tragic and unnecessary but will not always be
a widescale problem. The transgender population in recent years
has gained much more attention due to the overarching push towards marriage equality among gay and lesbian couples. The homosexual civil rights movement set a precedent for the future of other
LGBT groups, including the transgender people.
Millennia ago, homosexual lifestyles existed in regions such as
Melanesia, Amazonia, Central Africa, Western Egypt, Ancient
Greece, and Rome (Adam 1-2). Homosexual relationships were a
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key part of these cultures, and these individuals were not viewed any
differently or even labeled as homosexual. It was only once these relationships began to interfere with the traditional marriage structure that the “homosexual person” developed as a pejorative
category (5). From here, “social networks founded on the homosexuality interests of their members” were formed and allowed homosexual people to begin to fight for political and civil freedom (7). In
latter-day Western culture, the fight for homosexual equality officially began in 1897 with a German civil rights movement (1). This
rebellion brought forth endless political persecution and a social
stigma for the homosexual community as many began to define this
group as separate and sexually deviant. The early fight for equality
ended in 1933 with the rise of Nazism (53).
After World War II, many gay and lesbian movements attempted to reorganize but faced the residual hatred formed during
the Holocaust (Adam 60). This manifested as the homophile movement, or the belief that homosexuals are natural perverts, child
predators, and “sex murderers” (Rimmerman 15; Adam 62). At this
time in history, “there were no laws protecting lesbians, gay men,
bisexuals, or transgender individuals from being fired from their
jobs, and no openly lesbian or gay politicians participated in politics
anywhere in the United States” (Rimmerman 18). It was not until
June 1969, in a New York bar called Stonewall, that the homosexual
movement gained traction again (Adam 81). A police raid at the bar
and the subsequent backlash from the LGBT community set forth
the movement toward “gay liberation” and freedom from the endless prosecution.
Post-Stonewall, the public became more familiar with the gay
population. Gay celebrities during the mid to late 1900s, including
Freddie Mercury (singer for Queen), Andy Warhol (American popartist), and Ellen Degeneres (talk show host), helped this exposure.
Due to these openly gay and lesbian celebrities, along with interactions with LGBT people in everyday life, the social environment began to change, and people no longer felt as strong of a stigma overall.
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This slow acclimation changed the attitude towards gay individuals
slowly from confusion to acceptance. As with any type of discrimination, the entire population does not accept change all at once, but
the amount of the prejudice begins to decrease overall.
This change in social attitude towards the homosexual people
eventually led to Obergefell v. Hodges, which legalized gay marriage
in all 50 states of the US. Justice Kennedy stated: “Their hope is not
to be condemned to live in loneliness, excluded from one of civilization’s oldest institutions. They ask for equal dignity in the eyes of the
law. The Constitution grants them that right” (Obergefell v. Hodges
28). This ultimately began the celebration of being LGBT. For the
first time in over a century, gay individuals had marriage equality
nationwide. (Many states did, however, try to fight this decision and
deny marriage licenses.) LGBT individuals still do not have absolute
equality in all regards, and perhaps they never will, but they can now
live a life less worried about the social prejudice that might follow.
One example of the slow acclimation to the homosexual population
includes the lifting of “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, or the period in
which gay people could serve in the military but could not openly
exhibit their sexuality. It began in the 90s and was lifted in 2011
(Rimmerman 74-78).
To celebrate the advancements of the homosexual movement,
Pride is held every June in cities around the United States of America. Pride began in 1970, exactly one year after the Stonewall riots,
in remembrance of the resistance the homosexual population put
against the police discrimination of the time (“History of LGBT
Pride”). From 1970 until 1990, Pride was almost exclusively a political event that demanded social equality. In 1991, it began to include
parade elements and became what it is today: a celebration of the
LGBT. Today, Pride is a widescale event full of weekend-long partying and the rainbow plastered on every possible surface. LGBT people and allies, or individuals who are not queer, from various
lifestyles meet up and celebrate their similarities and fight for
greater acceptance. With both LGBT participants and allies, Pride
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has a large number of attendees. This furthers the acceptance of the
homosexual population because the more people who attend Pride,
the more society accepts this group. They can no longer ignore a
large portion of the population anymore and are forced to become
familiarized with it.
With the increasing popularity and celebration of queer lifestyles, the rainbow became marketable. Any company who came out
in support of the gay community was flocked to in large masses by
LGBT individuals. M. Wayne Delozier and Jason Rodrigue published a 1996 journal article stating that businesses must turn their
attention to the gay population, as they serve a potentially large market in sales. Companies began to understand more on how to market
towards the homosexual community and, in turn, found a higher
value in their gay consumers (Sender). To reach the LGBT population, businesses began to print rainbows on much of their merchandise and targeted ad campaigns towards gay audiences.
These marketing techniques bled into mass media, which is
highly consumed by much of the American public. With this increase in “gay media,” society is exposed to this homosexual lifestyle
at a greater rate than previously before. Prior to mass media, it was
convenient for homophobic audiences to avoid people or media that
disagreed with their views. Now that corporations are targeting the
gay population with ads, completely avoiding their marketing campaigns is nearly impossible. The disturbed populations must choose
to become familiar with the gay population and eventually accept
them or to continue to feel discomfort every time an ad comes
around. To stay angry at a single group of people takes dedication
that many people do not desire to keep up with. While the extremists
continued to hate the gays, much of the population just slowly accepted the presence of the gay culture over time.
This movement for equality in marriage for homosexual couples
can be transferred to the fight for transgender freedom. The gay civil
rights movement was successful because it allowed the general public to slowly acclimate to the new social environment. Change all at
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once, regardless of the topic, is not taken well by many people. We
are creatures of habit, and, when something threatens the nature order, we tend to dislike and avoid it. Recall that this is why people
were originally defined as homosexual: they threatened the traditional order of marriage (Adam 7). Changing the natural ways of society is dangerous, but changing the natural structure of marriage is
outright insanity. Just as homosexuals brought change to the traditional marriage, so do transgender individuals. The way transgender
people threaten marriage is similar; they introduce a change to the
traditional gender roles. These gender roles, as mentioned earlier,
are extremely important to many Christians and many in society as
a whole.
Regarding marriage alone, it took 117 years to alter gender roles
enough to allow Obergefell v. Hodges to pass. The fight for totally
equality is still continuing and will continue for all of human existence, because some groups of people will simply avoid accepting
those who are different from themselves. As new generations are
born, however, they become familiar with these movements for
equality. They begin to invent newer technologies, such as mass media that increases the rate of exposure. This natural exposure over
time allows the new generation to make their own judgement calls
independent of their family. Consequently, the total number of people who finds the gay community appalling slowly decreases.
The transgender fight for freedom began much later than gay
rights movement because of its lack of popular recognition and understanding. The transgender movement was not in motion because
it was not yet an organized group like the homosexuals. Transgender
people were actually present at the Stonewall riots and contributed
to the core resistance against the police brutality (Adam). Their contributions, however, became overshadowed and forgotten, since
they had no formal movement. The word transgender was not even
invented until December 1969, 72 years after the first gay rights
demonstration (Ekins and King 13). For the first several years after
its creation, the term transgender was unsophisticated and only
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loosely resembles what we view it as today. Transgender was an umbrella term for both transvestites and transsexuals (14). Transvestites are people who do not wish to become the opposite gender but
cross-dress for fun or entertainment. Transsexual was used in place
of the word transgender. The term transsexual implies crossing sexual lines instead of gender with its etymology and caused confusion
for many. Transgender was used with more frequency because it
conveyed that people wished to change their gender and not sexuality.
Once the transgender people had their name, it was not until
1985 that the transgender population was first taken seriously (Ekins and King 14). For the first time, transgender people were included in medical studies (15). With an academic focus, the term
transgender changed again to closely resemble its current meaning:
“going beyond the binary divide” and “beyond gender altogether” in
some situations (16). This new and sophisticated meaning for the
word transgender was used by activists in the 1990s through the
2000s. This was the beginning to a widespread transgender movement.
The transgender movement began to make strides of its own
thanks to the precedent set by the homosexual community. With the
standard of LGBT equality being set, the transgender movement
could expect to see major changes within the next 50 years. The social stigma has already been drastically decreased thanks to the
shifting political and social environment within the United States of
America. The transgender movement, beginning at the end of the
twentieth century, was benefitted by the invention of mass media.
With this new technology, the transgender movement can expect to
move even quicker. By the year 2050, if not much earlier, the trans
community may see a major shift towards equality that the homosexuals saw in 2014 with Obergefell v. Hodges.
As LGBT people become more comfortable that they will not
face endless persecution because of the shifting political and social
landscape, they “come out.” This involves them telling their friends
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and families that they are queer. These friends and families, in turn,
have a first-hand encounter with a member of the LGBT community.
This helps to familiarize more of the population and destigmatize
LGBT people. A gay person, from stereotypes, may make some people uncomfortable, but if the general public already has experience
with the LGBT population, then it is significantly harder to judge
them based on these stereotypes. The experiences of sexualities and
genders within the LGBT group are different from one another, but
all can relate to a feeling of not fitting within the general public.
With the slow decrease of social stigma within the United States
of America, the fight for transgender equality has already began. It
is further advanced in the same states that approved gay marriage
before Obergefell v. Hodges. In 47 states, it is possible to change
one’s gender marker on all official documents (“State-by-State”).
The only states that do not allow a change in gender marker are
Ohio, Kansas, and Tennessee. Close to half of the remaining states
do not require sexual-reassignment surgery prior to changing one’s
gender marker. They instead require a legally certified doctor
and/or psychiatrist to sign off that their patient is truly transgender
and has gone through a thorough mental examination. The remainder of the states require some form of surgery. The type of surgery
is dependent by state. Many states do not specifically clarify what
type of surgery must be done prior, so individual cases are often
taken to court. Some states specifically require sex reassignment
surgery (SRS), or genital surgery. Those who do not specifically require SRS can be interpreted as either requiring chest or genital surgery. The states with these vague laws make it difficult for
transgender individuals to officially change their gender. Instead of
set guidelines one must follow to change their gender, transgender
individuals are often left unsure whether or not the surgery they get
will be sufficient. As the growing presence of the transgender population cries out for more accessible opportunities to change their
gender, states will react. Their reaction will be based entirely on
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their alignment in the political system and the overall political climate at the time.
The fact that many of these states with loose interpretations
have not passed more firm laws is indicative of two concerns: lack
of importance in their political atmosphere and lack of understanding. States that have passed firm laws allowing (or denying) gender
change have a stance that is developed by not only their legislative
body but also their population. The citizens’ outcry and perseverance have pushed lawmakers to take a stance for their constituents.
It is possible states like Oklahoma are too busy with others matter,
such as medicinal marijuana, to debate and decide a firm stance on
transgender matters. It is simply not relevant enough for the state
government to worry about. As mentioned earlier, the transgender
movement is still relatively new and legislative bodies move extraordinarily slow. The push for equality is only just beginning and requires a majority to make their voices heard. To increase their
success, the transgender population need to continue to make their
voices heard. They must make it apparent to legislative bodies that
they exist and will not be silenced until equality has been acquired.
What is equality for the transgender community? Equality is being able to change one’s gender without having to go through SRS,
equal access to healthcare, freedom from prejudice, freedom to be
oneself regardless of their complete identity, and much more. While
changing one’s gender on legal documents only after SRS may seem
completely reasonable, it is actually far from that. A large number of
health plans do not cover the cost for SRS, as it is seen as cosmetic
or unnecessary. Daphna Stroumsa states that “current policies
denying medical coverage for sex reassignment surgery contradict
standards of medical care and must be amended” (e31). Policies
denying coverage leave many transgender individuals without funds
to go through with surgery. This makes it potentially impossible to
change their gender officially. They then will have to life a not true
to themself. Being true to one’s own identity is absolutely crucial for
any person, transgender or not.
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Another reason that SRS should not be required for gender
change is because it is a not a necessary step for some trans’ people
transition. For those who do not suffer from gender dysphoria, this
may be confusing and almost contradictory. One’s transition is personal and individual. Some choose not to go through with SRS because it takes away their opportunity to reproduce without
surrogates or in vitro fertilization. Requiring SRS forces the trans
people who want biological children to decide between having children early in life so they can start their transition earlier, not having
children at all, or paying for an alternative method of having children. Among those who do not desire biological children, some still
do not want to go through with SRS for other reasons. Even trained
plastic surgeons make mistakes in surgery, and the fear of a botched
SRS causes some to stray away from it. It is a complex surgery that
requires, for both male-to-females and female to-males, to have
skin/organs removed, altered, and/or reattached (Swhear 11). For
FTM specifically, the new penis is not fully functional and cannot
achieve an erection naturally. It is still unknown by researchers if
SRS is actually reliable in relieving the distress associated with gender dysphoria (12). Due to all of these elements, some trans individuals decide not to have SRS done.
Having SRS changes a person genitals which may make them
feel more comfortable with their own body. Many trans individuals
feel the need to also pass the rest of their body according to society’s
standards of their desired gender. Trans people may try to adhere to
these standards for personal comfort, but many do so because they
feel unsafe in their environment (Nicolazzo 35). This fear may be a
reality or it can be a perceived threat. A perceived threat can be as
simple fearing going into public because the individual may be misgendered. Most of the time, people misgender because they are just
unaware, confused, or take a guess if the trans individual is androgynous. They often do not have malicious intent. This fear of not passing can be debilitating for those already suffering with other issues
such as social anxiety.
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The rights transgender people fight for are similar to those that
the rest of the LGBT community also fights for. The homosexual
movement has proven that these demands are achievable. The precedent set by the homosexual community has played a significant
part within my own life. I grew up in Oklahoma City in a Christian
household. When I was younger, my parents could easily be classified as conservative. My older brother came out as homosexual
while he was a teenager. They chose to react poorly due to a variety
of reasons, including their own upbringing and the beliefs they acquired from their religion. Our family became split for a while until
they realized their mistakes. Once I was in high school, I began to
question my own identity. I went through a period of confusion and
depression. I knew how my parents reacted towards my brother and
feared a similar reaction. After they learned of my gender identity,
they were confused because of their lack of experience with any
transgender people. They did not, however, react negatively like
they did towards my brother. His nontraditional sexuality acted as
bridge to my nontraditional gender (and sexuality). The precedent
set by my brother gave me the opportunity to embrace my gender
without suffering from severe backlash from my parents. ►►
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George Washington in America Today
MANDY OZMENT
Each year, the Betty Baker Jernigan Endowed Scholarship Fund offers
a $1000 scholarship to the winner of an essay contest open to qualified continuing and incoming USAO students. The contest asks students to write 300-500 words addressing the question: “How is
America doing – politically, socially, economically?”
Beginning this year, The Drover Review also offers to publish winning
submissions.
The winner of the 2019-20 Jernigan Award is Mandy Ozment, who
argues that George Washington’s 1796 farewell address predicts the
modern problem of acrimonious political parties, which subvert
America’s founding ideals.

M

ANY MODERN AMERICANS

probably see America as doing
as well as it can politically, socially, and economically,
considering how the world is going today. However, if we
were to bring back some of the founding fathers of America, I wonder what view they would take. In today’s culture, America can be
identified by our democratic government, where we have two major
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parties that compete for the chance to take the highest power position our government has to offer: president. If we look at George
Washington’s Farewell Address, we can see that America has fallen
into many of the traps that he warned us against, a major one being
political parties. Washington states, “I have already intimated to you
the danger of parties in the State, with particular reference to the
founding of them on geographical discriminations.”
Washington was wary about how the country would grow and
develop once he stepped down from office. His major concern was
the idea of bringing political parties into the mix. While Washington
admits that political parties are a necessary evil and that they will
exist in all different shapes of government, he advises us to be wary
of political parties and to prevent them from consuming us as we
grow. Washington describes political parties as being an “alternate
domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of
revenge.” I think that we can see that description as defining political parties today. Republicans and Democrats are at such great odds
when it comes to making substantial political decisions that these
decisions almost never even get made. A very recent example of this
is the decision to build the border wall. Both parties have refused to
come to an agreement, which has caused a thirty-five-day national
government shutdown: the longest in American history.
Furthermore, Washington warns that political parties will cause
unneeded arguments between the people of the nation. Political parties will bring about jealousy and animosity against one party and
the other. Anyone can see examples of this in our political state as a
nation right now. Just by turning on the news, you can see people
arguing over every little detail that each party stands for. All this arguing breaks the unity that Americans have with each other; it divides the nation into two separate groups who constantly want to
win the overall battle that they have with the opposing side.
Washington ends his warning to the future generations of America by describing political parties like this: “A fire not to be
quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its bursting
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into a flame, lest, instead of warming, it should consume.” If Washington were to come back and see America today, I would have no
doubt that he would be disappointed in our political state and the
choices that we took to get here. ►►
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